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Arthur W. Zimmerman 

BLM State Director, N.M. 

1973-1980 

Arthur Zimmerman was born in Fairfield, Montana, shortly after World 
War I. He grew up on a small ranch and graduated from the University of 
Montana in 1942. Art began his Bureau career in J956 in Dillon, 
Montana, after service In World War II and Korea as a US. Marine Corps 
officer. Art served as a Range Conservationist, District Manager, and 
Associate State Director in various locations prior to his selection as State 
Director of New Mexico in 1973. Art played an important role in the 
initial development of the Wild Rivers Recreation Area. The Visitors 
Center at the Recreation Area is named in his honor. We dedicate our 
efforts on this plan to Art and the American people he served. 
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Arthur W. Zimmerman

BLM State Director, N.M.

1973·1980

Arthur Zimmerman was born in Faiiflldd. Montana. shortly after World
War I. He grew up on a small ranch and graduaJedfrom the University of
Montana in 1942. Art began his Bureau career in 1956 in Dillon,
Montana, after service in World War II and Korea as a U.s. Marine Corps
offICer. Art served as a Range Conservationist, District Manager. and
Associate Stale Director in various locations prior to his selection as State
Director of New Mexico in 1973. Art played an important role in the
initial developmenl of the Wild Rivers Recreation Area. TIu! Visitors
Center at the Recreation Area is named in his honor. We dedicate our
efforts on this plan to Art and the American people he served.
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

TAOS RESOURCE AREA 

Dear Reader 

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is an impor
tant recreation attraction for the people of New 
Mexico and the Nation. The dramatic canyons of 
the Rio Grande and Red River with their unique 
ecosystems are the principal features of the area. 
These rivers were among the original eight desig
nated as "Wild and Scenic" by the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act of 1968 and were the first to be formally 
designated in May 1970. The scenic l>eauty, abun
dant wildlife, archaeological sites, visitor facilities 
and environmental education programs make this an 
area all can enjoy. 

The Bureau of Land Management is giving in
creased attention to providing recreational oppor
tunities on the pubUc lands. The importance of this 
initiative cannot be overstated. Public demand for 
recreational areas is increasing across a nation which 
has become more mobile. Our highways are filled 
by a populace anxious to explore America's natural 
beauty. The Bureau is also aware that the positive 
economic effects of tourism has meant new life for 
many communities in northcentral New Mexico. 

Our challenge is to manage tiiis area to meet 
growing recreation demands and to provide for 
economic benefits, while at the same time protecting 
the natural beauty of the area at minimal expense to 
the taxpayer. This document. The Management 
Plan, describes how the Bureau intends to ac
complish these goals. 

This plan and the renewed emphasis on recrea
tion in the Bureau are two key elements in ensuring 
the Wild Rivers Recreation Area remains a special 
place for ourselves, our children, and futtire genera
tions. We hope they will approve of what we do. 

Larry Woodard 
Ne^ Mexico State Durector 

Bob Date 
Albuquerque District Manager 

Dan Wood 
Taos Resource Area Manager 

United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

TAOS RESOURCE AREA

Bob Dale
Albuquerque District Manager

~..-1~

Larry Woodard

MeXico7J;kJN

This pIan and the renewed emphasis on recrea
tion in the Bureau are two key elements in ensuring
the Wild Rivers Recreation Area remains a special
place for ourselves, our children, and future genera
tions. We hope they will approve of what we do.

Dear Reader:

Our challenge is to manage this area to meet
growing recreation demands and to provide for
economic benefIts, while at the same time protecting
the natural beauty of the area at minimal expense to
the taxpayer. This document, The Management
Plan, describes how the Bureau intends to ac
complish these goals.

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is an impor
tant recreation attraction for the people of New
Mexico and the Nation. The dramatic canyons of
the Rio Grande' and Red River with their unique
ecosystems are the principal features of the area.
These rivers were among the original eight desig
nated as "Wild and Scenic" by the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968 and were the fIrst to be formally
designated in May 1970. The scenic beauty, abun
dant wildlife, archaeological sites, visitor facilities
and environmental education programs make this an
area all can enjoy.

The Bureau of Land Management is giving in
creased attention to providing recreational oppar
tunities on the public lands. The importance of this
initiative cannot be overstated. Public demand for
recreational areas is increasing across 'a nation which
has become more mobile., Our highways are fIlled
by a populace anxious to explore America's natural
beauty. The Bureau is also aware that the positive
economic effects of tourism has meant new life for
many communities in northcentral New Mexico.

Dan Wood
Taos Resource Area Manager
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'We are here not to commemorate what man has 
done to these rivers, but to commemorate what he 
has not done. He has not spoiled them!" 

- Boyd Rasmussen, Former BLM Director 
Wild Rivers Recreation Area 1973 

"We are here not to commemorate what man has
done to these rivers, but to commemorate what he
has not done. He has not spoiled them!"

- Boyd Rasmussen, Fonner BLM Director
Wild Rivers Recreation Area 1973
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Introduction 

Purpose of the Plan 

The purpose of this plan is to reaffirm and update goals, objectives, and management direc
tion that will guide the interpretation, management, and future development of the Wild Rivers 
Recreation Area. This direction is to ensure that visitor management and facility maintenance, 
remodeling and expansion are done in a manner that maintains or enhances recreational and 
scenic values, and ensures that management and development are intensified and expanded in a 
timely manner to accommodate increased use levels. 

In years to come, issues not expressly covered by this plan will require that portions of this 
plan be ammended. This plan will l>e reviewed each year, with rewrite of the plan scheduled in 
not more than ten years. 

Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of this plan is to reaffIrm and update goals, objectives, and management direc
tion that wiII guide the interpretation, management, and future development of the Wild Rivers
Recreation Area. This direction is to ensure that visitor management and facility maintenance,
remodeling and expansion are done in a manner that maintains or enhances recreational and
scenic values, and ensures that management and development are intensifIed and expanded in a
timely manner to accommodate increased use levels.

In years to come, issues not expressly covered by this plan wiII require that portions of this
plan be arnmended. This plan wiII be reviewed each year, with rewrite of the plan scheduled in
not more than ten years.
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Background 

For centuries the Rio Grande has been 
an important river travel route in the region. 
In prehistoric times the canyons of the Wild 
Rivers Recreation Area hosted many visitors, 
probably more than today. Evidence remains 
of this early visitation including abundant 
rock art, flakes and chips of tool working, and 
other artifacts. 

An important milestone in the develop
ment of this area occurred in 1963 when the 
Bureau of Land Management constructed 
roads, trails and facilities. These improve
ments along tiie rim were developed under the 
Accelerated Public Works Act of 1962. 
These facilities were then temporarily 
managed by the New Mexico Slate Parks and 
Recreation Commission. 

Another important point in the develop
ment of the area was passage of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act in 1968. These sections of 
the Rio Grande and Red Rivers were among 
the (^ginal eight rivers designated in the Act. 
A Management Plan was complex in 1969, 
for the newly designated Wild and Scenic 
River Canyons, including what is now the 
Wild Rivers Recreation Area. At this time the 
BLM resumed management responsibility for 
facilities in this area, Itien, in 1975, the BLM 
made another major investment the area by 
adding the present Visitor Center, a water sys
tem, a paved access road and other facilities. 
This development followed the guidance of 
the original Management Plan. 

Present facilities are much as they were 
in 1975. Management since that time has 
focused on the large maintenance woikload 
and providing basic visitor services during the 
summer months. 

In 1984, a new Management Plan was 
written for the entire Wild and Scenic River 
Canyons, including the Wild Rivers Recrea
tion Area. In 1987, the Taos Resource Area 
completed a land use planning process in the 
Resource Management Plan. This plan reaf
firmed these portions of the Rio Grande and 
Red Rivers as a Recreation Area and called 
for a revised plan for the area to be 
developed. This document is that revised 
plan. 
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Background

For centuries the Rio Grande has been
an important river travel route in the region.
In prehistoric times the canyons of the Wild
Rivers Recreation Area hosted many visitors,
probably more than today. Evidence remains
of this early visitation including abundant
rock art, flalc.es and chips of tool working, and
other artifacts.

An important milestone in the develop
ment of this area occurred in 1963 when the
Bureau of Land Management constructed
roads, trails and facilities. These improve
ments along the rim were developed under the
Accelerated Public Works Act of 1962.
These facilities were men temporarily
managed by the New Mexico State Parks and
Recreation Commission.

Anomer important point in the develop
ment of the area was passage of me Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act in 1968. These sections of
the Rio Grande and Red Rivers were among
the original eight rivers designated in me Act.
A Management Plan was completed in 1969,
for the newly designated Wild and Scenic
River Canyons, including what is now the
Wild Rivers Recreation Area. At this time the
BLM resumed management responsibility for
facilities in this area. Then, in 1975, the BLM
made another major investment the area by
adding the present Visitor Center, a water sys
tem, a paved access road and other facilities.
This development followed the guidance of
the original Management Plan.

Present facilities are much as they were
in 1975. Management since that time has
focused on the large maintenance wOIkload
and prOViding basic visitor services during the
summer months.

In 1984, a new Management Plan was
wriuen for the entire Wild and Scenic River
Canyons, including the Wild Rivers Recrea
tion Area. In 1987, the Taos Resource Area
completed a land use planning process in the
Resource Management Plan. This plan reaf
rlCI1led these portions of the Rio Grande and
Red Rivers as a Recreation Area and called
for a revised plan for the area to be
developed. This document is that revised
plan.
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Setting 

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is located in northcentral New Mexico, about 20 miles 
from the Colorado border (see the General Location Map). Tree covered volcanic cones are con
nected by their once active lava flows in the region. Here, the Red River joins the Rio Grande in 
a setting of deep canyons carved hundreds of feet down into the high sagebrush plateau. These 
rivers are fast moving and the rough action of the "white water" continues to carve even deeper 
into the old lava flows. 

Campgrounds and picnic areas are located both high on the rims overlooking the canyons 
and within the canyons themselves, and are connected by a trail system. These developed sites, a 
Visitor Center and other support faciUties are situated in piRon-juniper woodlands, carefully 
screened from the view of most visitOTS. 

The area has a high level of topographic, vegetative and wildlife diversity. Hawks and 
eagles are commonly sighted in the area, as are deer, coyotes, rabbits and many other species. 

Setting

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is located in northcentral New Mexico, about 20 miles
from the Colorado border (see the General Location Map). Tree covered volcanic cones are con
nected by their once active lava flows in the region. Here, the Red River joins the Rio Grande in
a setting of deep canyons carved hundreds of feet down into the high sagebrush plateau. These
rivers are fast moving and the rough action of the "white water" continues to carve even deeper
into the old lava flows.

Campgrounds and picnic areas are located both high on the rims overlooking the canyons
and within the canyons themselves, and are connected by a trail system. These developed sites, a
Visitor Center and other support facilities are situated in pinon-juniper woodlands, carefully
screened from the view of most visiiors.

The area has a high level of topographic. vegel8tive and wildlife diversity. Hawks and
eagles are commonly sighted in the area, as are deer, coyotes, rabbits and many other species.
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Management Direction 

Management Principles 

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area will be managed in a manner which recognizes the rivers 
and their canyons as the principle features. The area will provide many varied settings for day 
use and ovemight camping by both the local populace and visitors from other states. 

Management will emphasize providing a natural setting for viewing and interpreting the 
rivers, their canyons, and the wildlife they contain. 

Facilities will be limited to Uie minimum necessary to provide environmental interpretation, 
resource protection, and basic visitor services such as campsites with tables and fireplaces. Most 
of die Recreation Area will be accessible by motor vehicles, with some areas (such as the river 
canyons) limited to foot traffic only. 

The Recreation Area will be managed to provide a quaUty outdoor experience by limiting 
visitor use to establish carrying capacity described in this and futiue management plans. 

-6-

Management Principles

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area will be managed in a manner which recognizes the rivers
and their canyons as the principle features. The area will provide many varied settings for day
use and overnight camping by both the local populace and visitors from other states.

Management will emphasize providing a natural setting for viewing and interpreting the
rivers, their canyons, and the wildlife they contain.

Facilities will be limited to the minimum necessary to provide environmental interpretation,
resource protection, and basic visitor services such as campsites with tables and fireplaces. Most
of the Recreation Area will be accessible by motor vehicles, with some areas (such as the river
canyons) limited to foot traffic only.

The Recreation Area will be managed to provide a quality outdoor experience by limiting
visitor use to establish carrying capacity described in this and future management plans.
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Present Situation 

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is located in Taos County, an area heavily dependent 
upon tourism. Recent trends in tourism indicate a moderately steady growth. The Wild Rivers 
Recreation Area has similarly experienced an increase in armual visitation over the last ten years. 
The Recreation Area has the potential to be one of the more important attractions in the area. 
Expanded use of the Recreation Area can provide both direct and indirect dollars to Taos County. 

Visitor use is seascHial, with the greatest attendance occurring from early April through late 
September. Over 90 percent of the visitation is day use with an average length of slay around 
three houi^. Visiter use is generaUy highest on weekends with peak season and peak day 
volumes frequenUy exceeding the capacity of the existing faciUties. For an examination of the 
facilities and activities existing in 1988, see the chart, "Existing Site FaciUties and Activities" on 
the next page. The associated site map shows the location of these existing faciUties. 

The analysis of information for this area revealed a numt)er of issues requiring management 
attention. Some of these issues, briefly identified here, are the principle focus of the management 
direction found in this document. 

Campgrounds, developed 25 years ago. do not satisfy the requirements for the 
present forms of motwized camping. These campgrounds also serve as picnic areas 
and trailheads. During peak periods, these areas overlap and cause crowding, and 
poor parking situations. 

Visitor center's effectiveness to serve as the point of contact for visitors is 
diminished by its location. Interpretative displays located at the visitor center arc in 
need of upgrading as is the roof and pubUc conlact rooms witiiin the building. 

Roads serving as the only access to the visitw facilities are in very poor condition. 
Parking areas for the campgrounds, picnic area, overlooks, and U^lheads need better 
definition. Indiscriminate parking which compacts the ground is causing vegetation 
and soU loss. Circulation within the parking areas is difficult for long wheelbase 
vehicles causing tree limbs to be broken while visitOTS try to negotiate the tight 
spaces. 

Administration of the site relies heavily upon temporary po^onnel and volunte^' 
labor. This means new personnel virtually every year. Managing die Recreation 
Area places high demands on regular slaff who must balance this operation with 
others in the Taos Resource Area. 

Environmental education programs requke special emphasis. Currentiy tiiis activity 
is handled by a temporary staff member. If this (^portunity is to be fully reaUzed, 
additional commitment toward interpretive services (staffmg), signing, and displays 
wiU needed. 

Non-BLM Land (1167 acres of tiie State of New Mexico and 955 acres in private 
ownership) represent interests which could someday be managed counter to the 
Recreation Area goals. 

Mineral exploration and development could compromise the natural values of the 
area. 
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Present Situation

The Wild Rivers Recreation Area is located in Taos County, an area heavily dependent
upon tourism. Recent trends in tourism indicate a moderately steady growth. The Wild Rivers
Recreation Area has similarly experienced an increase in annual visilation over the last ten years.
The Recreation Area has the potential to be one of the more important attractions in the area.
Expanded use of the Recreation Area can provide both direct and indirect dollars to Taos County.

Visitor use is seasonal, with the greatest attendance occurring from early April through late
September. Over 90 percent of the visilation is day use with'an average length of slay around
three bours. Visitor use is generally highest on weekends with peak season and peak day
volumes frequently exceeding the capacity of the existing (acilities. For an examination of the
facilities and activities existing in 1988, see the chart, "Existing Site Facilities and Activities" on
the next page. The associated site map shows the location of these existing facilities.

The analysis of information for this area revealed a number of issues requiring management
attention. Some of these issues, briefly identified here, are the principle focus of the management
direction found in this document.

Campgrounds, developed 25 years ago, do not satisfy the requirements for the
present forms of motorized camping. These campgrounds also serve as picnic areas
and trailheads. During peak periods, these areas overlap and cause crowding, and
poor parking situations.

Visitor center's effectiveness to serve as the point of conlact for visitors is
diminished by its location. Interprelative displays located at the visitor center are in
need of upgrading as is the roof and public conlact rooms within the building.

Roads serving as the only access to the visitor facilities are in very poor condition.
Parking areas for the campgrounds, picnic area, overlooks, and trailheads need better
definition. Indiscriminate parking which compacts the ground is causing vegelation
and soil loss. Circulation within the parking areas is difficult for long wheelbase
vehicles causing tree limbs to be broken while visitors try to negotiate the tight
spaces.

Administration of the site relies heavily upon temporary personnel and volunteer
labor. This means new personnel virtually every year. Managing the Recreation
Area places high demands on regular slaff who must balance this operation with
others in the Taos Resource Area.

Environmental education programs require special emphasis. Currently this activity
is handled by a temporary staff member. If this opportunity is to be fully realized,
additional commitment toward interpretive services (slaffmg), signing, and displays
will needed. .

Non-BLM Land (1167 acres of the Slate of New Mexico and 955 acres in private
ownership) represent interests which could someday be managed counter to the
Recreation Area goals.

Mineral exploration and development could compromise the natural values of the
area.
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WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREAS 

EXISTING SITE FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES 

SHEEP CROSSMO R N 

SHEEP C R 0 5 S M Q RIVER 

CHIFLO RM 

CHFLO RIVER 

BEAR CROSSING RIM 

BEAR CROSSMO RIVER 

CHAWALAUNA 

Bto ARSENK RIM A 

BIG ARSENIC RIM B 

BIO ARSENIC RIVER 

LfTTLE ARSENIC RIM 

LaTLE ARSENIC RIVER 

MONTOSO 

LA JUNTA RM 1 5 

LA JUNTA RIVER 

EL AGUAJE RIM 

EL AOUAJE RIVER 

REO RIVER HATCHERV 0 0 0 0 • • • • 
VISITOR CENTER INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: 

INTERPRETIVE DISPLAY - INDOQH & OUTDOOR { C A P A C I T Y 3 0 PEOPLE) 
e FLUSH TOILETS 
DRINKING WATER FROM SEVERAL SOURCES 
HANDICAPPED PARKING FOR 2 VEHICLES « ACCESS TO VC S BATHROOMS 
PARKING FOR APPROX. 30 VEHICLES 
AMPHITHEATER WITH ELECTRIC H O O K - U P ft SCREEN - S E A T S 26 PEOPLE 

INTENSITY OF USE 
LIGHT • 
MODERATE • • 
HEAVY • • • 

• ALL SHELTERS INCLUDE A PICNIC T A B L E . A GRILL . & A TRASH RECEPTACLE 
* • ALL PICNIC T A B L E S ( W I T H THE E X C E P T I O N OF THE HED RIVER HATCHERY) INCLUDE A QRILL t A THA8H RECEPTACLE 

* « * CAR PARKING SPACES S E P A R A T E FROM SHELTER AREAS 

WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREAS

EXISTING SITE FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES

!/t)"i!jo/;I/At/;!/i~ '!IiJ/;/;,'1j~ ~ ~ ~ ~r!' !!I " "t: ~ $~ ~~ ~~ ¢ ~"f; $'; i' ~ ~ i' $" I J
SITES

~ tjSO cf1~ ~$ !~ ~~ #.? t.~~ q.f / § ;>,.1 l!~/ll/4.~..:lo:. $.Q. tf ~ Q..* ~ 'q" ~ t:tJ"f:q: cJ~ ~o e,. (:). Q

SHEEP CAOsa"O ReM 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 • 1 ... · ... ..
SHEEP CROSSINO 'UVER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - ... • .. • ...
CHIFLO ... 0 3 0 0 2 1 0 • 1 .. • ... •
CttFLO RIVER 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 - .. · · • ...
I!I!AR CROSSING ... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 • ·
BEAR CROaSWO AtvER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - . · .
CHAWALAUNA 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 ·
810 ARSENIC R.... A 0 3 0 0 0 1 1 2 I ... •• .. •••
BIG ARSENIC RtM It 0 3 0 0 2 1 1 5 1 ... .. .. ...
IJfO ARSENtC AIVER 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 0 - ... .. ••• .. .. •
LrTTLE ARSENIC RIM 0 3 0 0 2 1 I 3 I •• • • ...
urnE ARSENIC "rvER 0 0 5 0 2 0 0 0 - .. • • • .. . •
WOH1080 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 .. · • •
LA.AJHTA ... 1 0 6 0 2 1 1 15 2 .. · ... ..
LA JUNTA RIYER 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - .. • .. · ...
El AGUAJE RIM 0 5 0 0 2 1 1 3 1 ... · .. •••
fL AOUAJE AIVER 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 - ... · · · ...
RED RIVER HATCHERY 0 0 0 5 2 0 0 0 1 ... · ... · ...

VISITOR CENTER INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: INTENSITY OF USE
INn;:APRETIVE DISPLAY - INDOOR & OUTDOOR (CAPACITY 30 PEOPLE) LIGHT •e FlUSH TOILETS

MODERATE ••DRINKING WATER FROM SEVERAL SOURCES
HANDICAPPED PARKING FOR 2 VEHICLES & ACCESS TO YC a BATHROOMS HEAVY ...
PA,'U<lHO FOR APPROX. 30 VEHICLES
AMPHITHEATER WITH ELECTRIC HOOK-UP a SCREEN - SEAT8 215 PEOPLE

• ALL SHELTERS INCLUDE A PICNIC TABLE, A GRILL, I A TRASH RECEPTACLE
•• ALL PICNIC TABLES (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE "ED RIYER HATCHERY) INCLUDE A GRilL I A TRASH RECEPTACLE
••• CAR PARKING SPACES SEPARATE FROM SHELTER AREAS
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SHEEP CROSSING - RIVER 

SHEEP CROSSING - RIM 

ENTRANCE 

CHIFLO - RIVER 

CHIFLO - RIM 

BEAR CROSSING - RIVER 

BEAR CROSSING - RIM 

RED RIVER - HATCHERY 

VISITOR CENTER 

CHAWALAUNA 

BIG ARSENIC - RIVER 

BIG ARSENIC - RIM A 

BIG ARSENIC - RIM B 

LITTLE ARSENIC - RIM 

EL AGUAJE - RIM 

LITTLE ARSENIC - RIVER 

MONTOSO 

EL AGUAJE - RIVER 

LA JUNTA - RIM 

LA JUNTA - RIVER 

WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREA 

SITE LOCATIONS 
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Management Actions 

This section descrit>es individual actions which together form the Management Plan for the 
Wild Rivers Recreation Area. The information is presented by zones identified to faciUtate plan
ning and management. Specific locations within the Recreation Area differ in fealiu'es, topog
raphy, vegetation, and type of use and, therefore, also differ in management emphasis. Identify
ing zones allows management prescriptions and resulting actions to be mwe precisely appUed lo 
specific areas-

All zones are dependent on one anotiier, together they make up an area providing a wide 
variety of recreation opportunities. 

-10-

This section describes individual actions which together form the Management Plan for the
Wild Rivers Recreation Area. The information is presented by zones identified to facilitate plan
ning and management. Specific locations within the Recreation Area differ in features, topog
raphy, vegetation, and type of use and, therefore, also differ in management emphasis. identify
ing zones allows management prescriptions and resulting actions to be more precisely applied to
specific areas.

AU wnes are dependent on one another; together they make up an area providing a wide
variety of recreation opportunities.
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All Zones 

"All Zones" refers to the total Recreation Area. 
Management prescriptions and actions cited here are 
common to each zone. They are grouped here to al
leviate redundancy. 

Each topic in tiiis section has been given an identifica
tion code tiiat aUows the reader to foUow individual 
actions ihrough the .document and tiux)ugh the im
plementation plan described in the fmal section of tiiis 
document. The letter portion of the identification 
code represents the zone (A-All Zones, I-Intensive 
Use Zone, ete.) and the numtjers portion of the iden
tification code represents the specific management ac
tion wilhin a zone. For example, A-l identifies the 
first management action in the AU Zones section 
(Scenic Quality). 

k -12-

All Zones

"All Zones" refers to the total Recreation Area.
Management prescriptions and actions cited here are
common to each zone. They are grouped here to al
leviate redundancy.

Each topic in this section has been given an identifica
tion code that allows the reader to follow individual
actions through the .document and through the im
plementation plan described in the fmal section of this
document The letter portion of the identification
code represents the zone (A-All Zones, I-Intensive
Use Zone, etc.) and the numbers portion of the iden
tification code represents the specific management ac
tion within a zone. For example, A-I identifies the
first management action in the All Zones section
(Scenic Quality).
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All Zones (Continued) 

Scenic Quality (A-l) 

Objective: To maintain the scenic quality of the Wild Rivers Recreation Area, with emphasis on the Rivers and 
their canyons. 

Present Situation: The Recreation Area is highly scenic and viewing of scenery, especially tiie rivers and tiieir 
canyons, is both a primary and secondary use of the area. There are, however, some facilities, structures, and siu:-
face disturbances located botii inside and outside ttie area boundaries which compromise scenic quality to a minor 
degree. Visual intrusions inside the Recreation Area include a Federal Aviation Administration garage, BLM's 
warehouse, powerlines, fenceUnes, litter and the stumps and debris of occasional iUegal woodcutting. None of 
these are a significant visual intrusion. Visual intrusions outside bul near tiic Recreation Area include the Cerro 
community landfiU and powerUnes. 

Management Prescription 

No further degraticm of scenic quaUty wiU be allowed. 
Protection of the areas scenic quaUty will be a primary 
consideration in faciUty design. Placement of futm^ 
facUities wiU reqmre special attention lo minimize 
visual conflicts due to the openness of much of the 
area. 

FaciUties witiiin the River Canyon Zone must blenc 
with the surroundings. Facilities in the otiier z(Mie; 
may t>e seen but must nok attract attention. There wiL 
be no development inside the "loop area" of the Inten
sive Use Zone. 

Management Actions 

Specifications (<x each proposed faciUty will include 
visual consideration relating to size, shape, use of 
materials, color and basic harmony with the setting. 
A set of guideUnes of acceptable materials and colors 
wiU accompany aU conslructi(Mi packages. Prior and 
during construction, the contractor wUl be informed of 
actions which would compromise the management 
prescription. 

The Federal Aviation Administration will be asked to 
relocate or paint their garage located in the East Rim 
Zone to minimize adverse visual impacts. 
The traUers used as temporary housing for seasonal 
help wUl be relocated or painted to meet visual re
quirements. 
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All Zones (Continued)

Scenic Quality (A-i)

Objective: To maintain the scenic quality of the Wild Rivers Recreation Area, with emphasis on the Rivers and
their canyons.

Present Situation: The Recreation Area is highly scenic and viewing of scenery, especially the rivers and their
canyons, is both a primary and secondary use of the area. There are, however, some facilities, structures, and sur
face disturbances located both inside and outside Ihe area boundaries which compromise scenic quality to a minor
degree. Visual intrusions inside the Recreation Area include a Federal Aviation Administration garage, BLM's
warehouse, powerlines, fencelines, litter and the stumps and debris of occasional illegal woodcutting. None of
these are a significant visual intrusion. Visual intrusions outside but near Ihe Recreation Area include the Cerro
community landfill and powerlines.

Management Prescription

No further degration of scenic quality ':Vill be allowed.
Protection of the areas scenic quality will be a primary
consideration in facility design. Placement of future
facilities will require special attention to minimize
visual conflicts due to the openness of much of the
area.

Facilities wilhin the River Canyon Zone must bien'
with Ihe surroundings. Facilities in Ihe olher zone:
may be seen but must no' attract attention. There wiL
be no development inside the "loop area" of Ihe Inten
sive Use Zone.

Management Actions

Specifications for each proposed facility will include
visual consideration relating to size, shape, use of
materials, color and basic harmony with the setting.
A set of guidelines of acceptable materials and colors
will accompany all construction packages. Prior and
during construction, the contractor will be informed of
actions which would compromise the management
prescription.

The Federal Aviation Administration will be asked to
relocate or paint their garage located in the East Rim
Zone to minimize adverse visual impacts.
The trailers used as temporary housing for seasonal
help will be relocated or painted to meet visual reo
quirements.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Land Ownership and Designations (A-2) 

Objective: To acquire BLM conlrol of aU lands within the boundaries of the Recreation Area and provide the 
designations and restrictions necessary to ensure that future activities and actions will conform to the goals and ob
jectives of this plan. 

Present Situation: There are two sections of land wilhin the Recreation Area owned by the State of New Mexico. 
One of these sections contains BLM recreational faciUties that arc allowed by the state under a cooperative agree
ment with BLM. Both sections are leased for grazing and contain minimal grazing developments. 

There are two parcels of private lands along the westem tx)undary of the Recreation Area. These lands are located 
wesl of tiie Rio Grande, and are iherefore inaccessable from most of the area. These lands see littie use except for 
grazing and occasional hunting. 

There is a small electrical powerline crossing the northem portion of the Recreation Area from east to west. This 
line is visible along the entrance road but not visible firom most areas that receive concentrated visitor use. The 
rivers and their canyons in the Recreation Area have been designated as National Wild and Scenic Rivers. This 
designation carries with it certain management directions and restrictions which are imposed by Congress to 
preserve the rivers and their canyons in their natural state. The boundaries of this designation do not contain aU of 
the Rio Grande n\& canyon in two places. 

The BLM lands in the Recreation Area are ( ^ n to mining exploration and development under the authority of the 
1872 Mining Law. BLM lands along the eastem boundary, but outside of the Recreation Area, have been claimed 
for a mine taiUngs disposal site under this law. Tha% has been no mining exploration and development witiiin the 
Recreation Area and inventories show a low potential for the presence of minerals. 

Management Prescription 

Acquire conlrol of non-BLM land witiiin the lx>un-
daries of the Recreation Area through easements or 
change of ownership as owners are wilUng. 

Allow no new rights-of-way which would create 
developments in confUct with the goals of this plan. 

Seek revised boundaries for the Wild and Scenic 
River designation to include the entire Rio Grande 
river canyon und^ it's i»^tection. 

Review existing appropriations and permits for C(mi-
pliance witii the goals described in tiiis plan. 

Management Actions 

Initiate mineral entry withdrawal procedures within 
one year. Initiate acquisition of State sections witii 
the State Land Commissioner with a target for acquir
ing jurisdiction in five years. Explwe the use of 
scenic easemenls or acquisition of private lands within 
tiie Recreation Area if owners are wiUing. Prepare 
formal amendment to tiie Wild and Scenic River 
boiuidary and forward to Washington within one year. 
EstabUsh new conditions fcx existing authorizations as 
appropriate to meet goals and prescriptions. 
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AU Zones (Continued)

Land Ownership and Designations (A·2)

Objective: To acquire BLM control of all lands within the boundaries of the Recreation Area and provide the
designations and restrictions necessary to ensure that future activities and actions will confonn to the goals and ob
jectives of this plan.

Present Situation: There are two sections of land within the Recreation Area owned by the State of New Mexico.
One of these sections contains BLM recreational facilities that are allowed by the state under a cooperative agree
ment with BLM. Both sections are leased for grazing and contain minimal grazing developments.

There are two parcels of private lands along the western boundary of the Recreation Area. These lands are located
west of the Rio Grande, and are therefore inaccessable from most of the area. These lands see linle use except for
grazing and occasional hunting.

There is a small electrical powerline crossing the northern portion of the Recreation Area from east to west. This
line is visible along the entrance road but not visible from most areas that receive concentrated visitor use. The
rivers and their canyons in the Recreation Area have been designated as National Wild and Scenic Rivers. This
designation carries with it certain management directions and restrictions which are imposed by Congress to
preserve the rivers and their canyons in their natural state. The boundaries of this designation do not contain all of
the Rio Grande river canyon in two places.

The BLM lands in the Recreation Area are open to ntining exploration and development under the authority of the
1872 Mining Law. BLM lands along the eastem boundary, but outside of the Recreation Area, have been claimed
for a mine tailings disposal site under this law. There has been no mining exploration and development within the
Recreation Area and inventories show a low potential for the presence of ntinerals.

Management Prescription

Acquire control of non-BLM land within the boun
daries of the Recreation Area through easements or
change of ownership as owners are willing.

Allow no new rights-of-way which would create
developments in conflict with the goals of this plan.

Seek revised boundaries for the Wild and Scenic
River designation to include the entire Rio Grande
river canyon under it's protection.

Review existing appropriations and perntits for com
pliance with the goals described in this plan.
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Management Actions

Initiate mineral entry withdrawal procedures within
one year. Initiate acquisition of State sections with
the State Land Commissioner with a target for acquir
ing jurisdiction in five years. Explore the use of
scenic easements or acquisition of private lands within
the Recreation Area if owners are willing. Prepare
formal amendment to the Wild and Scenic River
boundary and forward to Washington within one year.
Establish new conditions for existing authorizations as
appropriate to meet goals and prescriptions.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Site Administration (A-3) 

Objective: To provide supervision, maintenance and visitor services necessary to operate an efficient, safe and en
joyable Recreation Area. 

Present Situation: The Recreation Area has no permanent full-time staff. The supervision of the area is by the 
recreation staff leader in the Taos Resource Area. A temporary appointment is given to a Park Manager (5 
months) and an Enviroiunental Education Specialist (5 months) scheduled from tbe first of May to the end of Sep
tember. A maintenance foreman, a permanent BLM employee, works for the Resource Area dividing time be
tween the Recreation Area and otiier duties wilhin the Resource Area. A Work Study Program utiUzes three to 
foiu" college students as Park Aides who work during the summer season. There are Cooperative Agreements wilh 
the Volunteers for the Outdoors and Eagle Nest Camp to provide volunteo' personnel to build uails and other 
minor construction in the area. 

This level of operations is minimal and annually subject to reduction in fiscal support. Operations and services 
rely heavily upon volunteer and work study students. This requires training and an assumption that this temporary 
workforce is capable of performing all the necessary functions. If the volunteer and woik study programs should 
cease to exist in tiic future, this would result in a severe imp^t on visitor services and general operation of the 
area. 

Management Prescription 

The Bureau of Land Management will manage and 
maintain the Recreation Area to provide basic ser
vices, including visitcx safety and interpretive 
programs, to meet the objectives stated in this docu
ment. As visitor use increases, there will be an ap
propriate increase in BLM personnel. Base program 
funding wiU provide a core of skUled pa^onnel 
capable of managing the area. 

Management Actions 

When use reaches 30,000 visits per year, there wUl be 
a need lo hire anottier Park Aide and increase the 
number of summer maintenance personnel by two 
people. When participation in the Environmenlal 
Education programs increases by 50 percent, there 
wiU be a need to hire anolh^ Environmental 
Specialist for the high use period. 
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AU Zones (Continued)

Site Administration (A-3)

Objective: To provide supervision, maintenance and visitor services necessary to operate an efficient, safe and en
joyable Recreation Area.

Present Situation: The Recreation Area has no permanent full-time staff. The supervision of the area is by the
recreation staff leader in the Taos Resource Area. A temporary appointment is given to a Park Manager (5
months) and an Environmental Education Specialist (5 months) scheduled from the fU'St of May to the end of Sep
tember. A maintenance foreman, a permanent.BLM employee, works for the Resource Area dividing time be
tween the Recreation Area and other duties within the Resource Area. A Work Study Program utilizes three to
four college students as Park Aides who work during the summer season. There are Cooperative Agreements with
the Volunteers for the Outdoors and Eagle Nest Camp to provide volunteer personnel to build traIls and other
minor conslruction in the area.

This level of opera~ons is minimal and annually subject to reduction in fiscal support. Operations and services
rely heavily upon volunteer and work study students. This requires training and an assumption that this temporary
workforce is capable of performing all the necessary functions. If the volunteer and work study programs should
cease to exist in the future, this would result in a severe impact On visitor services and general operation of the
area.

Management Prescription

The Bureau of Land Management will manage and
maintain the Recreation Area to provide basic ser
vices, including visitor safety and interpretive
programs, to meet the objectives stated in this docu
ment As visitor use increases, there will be an ap
propriate increase in BLM personnel. Base program
funding will provide a core of skilled personnel
capable of managing the area.
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Management Actions

When use reaches 30,000 visits per year, there will be
a need to hire another Parle Aide and increase the
number of summer maintenance personnel by two
people. When participation in the Environmental
Education programs increases by 50 percent, there
will be a need to hire another Environmental
Specialist for the high use period.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Environmental Education (A-4) 

Objective: To utiUze envkonmental education as the primary method of developing user awareness and a sense of 
stewardship that wiU contribute to preserving the qualities of the Recreation Area. 

Present Situation: The present environmental education program is based al the Visitor Center but occurs 
throughout the Recreation Area. Existing programs include interpretive faciUties at the Visitor Center, brochures, 
guided hikes, school field trips, weekend guided group hikes, campfire talks, and direct conlact wilh visitors by 
BLM personnel. 

Management Prescription 

Maintain an active environmental education program 
provided by an adequate staff of BLM personnel and 
volunteers from May Ihrough September. 

Management Actions 

Existing Programs wiU continue. 

Develop a new brochure lo explain the various 
programs offered al tiie Recreation Area. 

A minimum program at present use levels wiU require 
an Environmental SpeciaUsl from May ihrough Sep
tember. Facilities associated witii the environmental 
education program are addressed under the specific 
zones where tiiey are located. 

Expand the Environmental Education Program as 
needed to meet increased visitor use levels. 

Prehistoric and Historic Sites (A-5) 

Objective: To preserve and interpret select prehistoric and historic sites within the Recreation Area and record aU 
ottiers found. 

Present Situation: A very small portion of the Recreation Area has been inventoried for tiiese sites. Even this 
small inventory has shown there are a very large number of sites. Most obvious are numerous rock art sites and 
quarry sites where the raw materials for tool making were obtained. 

Management Prescription 

The entire Wild Rivers Recreation Area will receive a 
Class ni inventory for cultural resources. Selected 
sites will be excavated or interpreted for visitors. 
Remaining sites will be preserved through various 
metiiods including appropriate trail and facilily loca
lion, and environmental education. 

Management Actions 

Inventory and excavation of cultural sites will be 
coordinated by a BLM Archaeologist. A plan will be 
developed to complete inventories of the Intensive 
Use and River Canyon zones witiiin five years. All 
zones wUl have inventories completed witiiin 10 
years. Inventory by volunteers and conlracls will be 
encouraged. Sites to be interpreted will be accessed 
by traUs which protect the site yet maximize visitor 
viewing. Interpretive signs for sites wiU be included 
through the annual renewal of the sign plan. A plan 
for managing known sites and for inventory of the 
area will be developed. 
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AU Zones (Continued)

Environmental Education (A-4)

Objective: To utilize environmental education as the primary method of developing user awareness and a sense of
stewardship that will contribute to preserving the qualities of the Recreation Area.

Present Situation: The present environmental education program is based at the Visitor Center but occurs
throughout the Recreation Area. Existing programs include interpretive facilities at the Visitor Center, brochures,
guided hikes, school field trips, weekend guided group hikes, campfire talks, and direct contact with visitors by
BLM personnel.

Management Prescription

Maintain an active environmental education program
provided by an adequate staff of BLM personnel and
volunteers from May through September.

Management Actions

Existing Programs will continue.

Develop a new brochure to explain the various
programs offered at the Recreation Area.

A minimum program at present use levels will require
an Environmental Specialist from May through Sep
tember. Facilities associated with the environmental
education program are addressed under the specific
wnes where they are located.

Expand the Environmental Education Program as
needed to meet increased visitor use levels.

Prehistoric and Historic Sites (A-5)

Objec.tive: To preserve and interpret select prehistoric and historic sites within the Recreation Area and record all
others found.

Present Situation: A very small portion of the Recreation Area has been inventoried for these sites. Even this
small inventory has shown there are a very large number of sites. Most obvious are numerous rock art sites and
quarry sites where the raw materials for IDOl making were obtained.

Management Prescription

The entire Wild Rivers Recreation Area will receive a
Class III inventory for cultural resources. Selected
sites will be excavated or interpreted for visitors.
Remaining sites will be preserved through various
methods including appropriate trail and facility loca
tion, and environmental education.
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Management Actions

Inventory and excavation of cultural sites will be
coordinated by a BLM Archaeologist. A plan will be
developed to complete inventories of the Intensive
Use and River Canyon zones within five years. All
wnes will have inventories completed within 10
years. Inventory by volunteers and contracts will be
encouraged. Sites to be interpreted will be accessed
by trails which protect the site yet maximize visitor
viewing. Interpretive signs for sites will be included
through the annual renewal of the sign plan. A plan
for managing known sites and for inventory of the
area will be developed.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Wildlife (A-6) 

Objective: To emphasize wUdUfe viewing as a principle feature of the Recreation Area. 

Present Situation: The Recreation Area presentiy has fair to good population levels and varieties of wildlife 
species, which are of interest to the general public. The topography and vegetative composition allow good oppor
tunities for people and wildUfe contacts. Hunting and trapping are prohibited in the River Canyon, Intensive Use. 
and portions of Guadalupe and Easl Rim Zones. 

Management Prescription 

Promote habitat improvement projects that will en
hance the abundance and variety of wildlife in the 
area. 

Management Actions 

Develop a Habitat Management Plan within five 
years. StrategicaUy locate trails, overlooks, camp
grounds and roads to optimize wildlife viewing oppor
tunities. Avoid development of recreational facilities 
and areas which would impau* sensitive wildlife 
habitats. 

A BLM WUdUfe Biologist wUl participate in planning 
visitor facUities. BLM wiU work closely witti New 
Mexico Department of Fish and Game to manage 
wildlife in the area, including possible expansion of 
no hunting or trapping mles to include the entire 
Recreation Area except for tiie West Rim Zone. 
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AU Zones (Continued)

Wildlife (A·6)

Objective: To emphasize wildlife viewing as a principle feature of the Recreation Area.

Present Situation: The Recreation Area presently has fair to good population levels and varieties of wildlife
species. which are of interest to the general public. The topography and vegelative composition allow good oppor
tunities for people and wildlife contacts. Hunting and trapping are prohibited in the River Canyon, Intensive Use,
and portions of Guadalupe and East Rim Zones.

Management Prescription

Promote habilat improvement projects that will en
hance the abundance and variety of wildlife in the
area

)
\
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Management Actions

Develop a Habilat Management Plan within five
years. Strategically locate trails, overlooks, camp
grounds and roads to optimize wildlife viewing oppor
tunities. Avoid development of recreational facilities
and areas which would impair sensitive wildlife
habilats.

A BLM Wildlife Biologist will participate in planning
visitor facilities. BLM will work closely with New
Mexico Department of Fish and Game to manage
wildlife in the area, including possible expansion of
no hunting or trapping rules to include the entire
Recreation Area except for the West Rim Zone.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Road Conditions (A-7) 

Objective: To provide and maintain a safe and efficient road netwoik designed to meet visiles and administrative 
needs while considering costs and minimizing adverse visual impacts. 

Present Situation: There are 13 mUes of paved road and ^proximately flve miles of dirt and gravel road. Of 
major concen is the primary access route which has developed large potholes posing a hazard and inconvenience 
to the visitors and administrative personnel. Maintenance costs to ftil potholes have become a major concem. One 
mile of new pavement has been completed in the loop. Additional segments wUl h& re-surfaced as funds allow. 
Roadway sight distances, and aUgnment are potentially hazardous along some sections and are safety concems 
along with the potential for excessive speed. All campground and picnic area roads and parking, though graded, 
are din surfaces which deteriorate when ground is damp. All transportation routes require some level of annual 
maintenance. 

Management Prescription 

Evaluate road maintenance to detennine the most cost 
effective way to meet objectives. Develop a multiyear 
funding pr(^sal which wUl provide incremental 
upgrade ttirough reconstmction of the access road. 
Enhance a loop drive fw large recreational vehicles, 
leave ttie remaining road system for visitor use by 
smaller vehicles. 

Management Actions 

Resurface roads along primary access routes to a ser
vice level capable of supporting large recreational 
v^icles. Picnic areas and campground roads and 
parking areas wUl be graded with crowns, ditehes and 
gravel surfacing. Parking areas wiU be defmed and 
measures taken to avoid oc discourage random parking 
outside prescribed areas. The basic road program wiU 
continue to fix potholes, regrade and diteh roads and 
campground and picnic areas annuaUy as needed. 
Upgrades wUl be dependent upon avaUable funding 
beyond annual maintenance. 

Grounds Maintenance (A-8) 

Objective: To provide clean, attractive faciUties for visitor use and enjoyment. 

Present Situation: Trash collection and the cleaning of faciUties is dcMie under a private contract wilh non-BLM 
personnel, wilh regular service during peak season and periodic service during the winter months. FaciUties and 
areas are kept free of litter by BLM volunteo^ and students. As tiie camping and picnic units are old, many re
quire painting and restoation. TraUs require constant maintenance to ke<^ tiiem safe. These demands exceed 
present operational capabiUty witiiout more help fiom volunteers. 

Management Prescription 

Roads, trails, campgrounds, and day use areas on the 
rim ami below will be kq)t free of trash according to a 
regular schedule designed to meet the demand. Vault 
toilets, campsites and fireplaces wiU be cleaned week
ly or as needed The Visitor Center wiU be cleaned 
and mamtained to high standards. 

Management Actions 

An annual contract wiU be offered and issued to per
form trash coUection, fireplace cleaning, and toUet 
maintenance. 

The Visitor Center will be cleaned and maintained by 
BLM pCTSonnel daUy during ttie peak season and peri
odically during tiie winter months. Litter collection 
wiU be conducted as needed by BLM personnel and 
volunteers. 

Existing facUities requiring painting and restoration 
work will be identified and wiU receive needed atten
tion before new facUities are constmcted. 
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All Zones (Continued)

Road Conditions (A-7)

Objective: To provide and maintain a safe and efficient road network designed to meet visitor and administrntive
needs while considering costs and minimizing adverse visual impacts.

Present Situation: There are 13 miles of paved road and approximately five miles of dirt and gravel road. Of
major concern is the primary access route which has developed large potholes posing a hazard and inconvenience
to the visitors and administrntive personnel. Maintenance costs to fill potholes have become a major concern. One
mile of new pavement has been completed in the loop. Additional segments will be re-surfaced as funds allow.
Roadway sight distances, and alignment are potentially hazardous along some sections and are safety concerns
along with the potential for excessive speed. All campground and picnic area roads and parking, though graded,
are dirt surfaces which deteriorate when ground is damp. All transportation routes require some level of annual
maintenance.

Management Prescription

Evaluate road maintenance to determine the most cost
effective way to meet objectives. Develop a multiyear
funding proposal which will provide incremental
upgrade through reconstruction of the access road.
Enhance a loop drive for large recreational vehicles,
leave the remaining road system for visitor use by
smaller vehicles.

Management Actions

Resurface roads along primary access routes to a ser
vice level capable of supporting large recreational
vehicles. Picnic areas and campground roads and
parking areas will be graded wilh crowns, ditches and
gravel surfacing. Parking areas will be defined and
measures taken to avoid or discourage random parking
outside prescribed areas. The basic road program will
continue to fIX potholes, regrade and ditch roads and
campground and picnic areas annually as needed.
Upgrades will be dependent upon available funding
beyond annual maintenanCe.

Grounds Maintenance (A-8)

Objective: To provide clean, attractive facilities for visitor use and enjoyment.

Present Situation: Trash collection and the cleaning of facilities is done under a private contract with non-BLM
personnel, with regular service during peak season and periodic service during the winter months. Facilities and
areas are !cept free of liller by BLM volunteers and students. As the camping and picnic units are old, many re
quire painting and restoration. Trails require constant mainJenance to keep them safe. These demands exceed
present operational capability without more help from volunteers.

Management Prescription

Roads, trniIs, campgrounds, and day use areas on the
rim and below will be kept free of trash according to a
regular schedule designed to meet the demand. Vault
toilets, campsites and fireplaces will be cleaned week
ly or as needed. The Visitor Center will be cleaned
and maintained to high standards.

·111-

Management Actions

An annual contract will be offered and issued to per
form trnsh collection, fireplace cleaning, and toilet
maintenance.

The Visitor Center will be cleaned and maintained by
BLM personnel daily during the peak season and peri
odically during the winter months. Litter collection
will be conducted as needed by BLM personnel and
volunteers.

Existing facilities requiring painting and restoration
work will be identified and will receive needed atten
tion before new facilities are constructed.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Signs (A-9) 

Objective: To provide sufficient visitor information and regulatory signing to meet current and future needs, while 
protecting scenic quality. 

Present Situation: Existing signing is insufficient to meet cmrent and future needs based on the objectives and 
standards established in ttie existing sign plan for the Recreation Area. Many existing signs need to be changed 
and many new signs are needed. 

Management Prescription 

Implement the existing sign plan. Review needs each 
year prior to budget cycle. 
near-new condition. -

Maintain signs in new to 

Management Actions 

A contract for new. signs wiU be issued in time for in
stallation in the spring of each year. Implement 
prescriptions for signing plan review, budgeting, and 
estabUshing an inventory. 

Sign inventories wUl be maintained al levels necessary 
to immediately replace signs that can not be repaired 
to meet new to nearly-new standards. 

Off Road Vehicles (ORVs) (A-10) 

Objective: To prevent damage to ttie area's soils and vegetation by ORV*s. 

Present Situation: There are few examples of damage by ORVs in the Recreation Area; however, damage is in
creasing al certain sites. An ORV closure designation covers a portion of the area. No mountain bike use is oc
curring, altiiough such use is anticipated. 

Management Prescription 

Vehicle use will be Umited to designated roads and 
trails according to the Recreation Area revised desig
nation. Mountain bike trails will be developed where 
their use will not conflict with other trail us»^. 

I* 

Management Actions 

Revise tiie present ORV designation to include all of 
the Recreation Area. 

Install signing, fencing and place barriers. These 
structures wUl be monitcxed monthly during the peak 
season and repaired or replaced as needed. Develop a 
cooperative agreement with the New Mexico Depart
ment of Game and Fish for coordination of law enfor
cement in the area. 

A plan specifically for moimtain bUce use will be 
developed witii user groups when demand warrants. 

J 

K ^ J ^ f ^ 
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All Zones (Continued)

Signs (A·9)

Objective: To provide sufficient visitor information and regulalOry signing to meet current and future needs, while
protecting scenic quality.

Present Situation: Existing signing is insufficient 10 meet current and future needs based on the objectives and
standards established in the existing sign plan for the Recreation Area. Many existing signs need to be changed
and many new signs are needed.

Management Prescription

Implement the existing sign plan. Review needs each
year prior to budget cycle. Maintain signs in new 10
near-new condition..

Management Actions

A contract for new. signs will be issued in time for in
stallation in the spring of each year. Implement
prescriptions for signing plan review, budgeting, and
establishing an inventory.

Sign inventories will be maintained at levels necessary
to immediately replace signs that can not be repaired
10 meet new to nearly-new standards.

Off Road Vehicles (ORVs) (A-tO)

Objective: To prevent damage to the area's soils and vegetation by ORV's.

Present Situation: There are few examples of damage by ORVs in the Recreation Area; however, damage is in
creasing at certain sites. An ORV closure designation covers a portion of the area. No mountain bike use is oc
curring, although such use is anticipated.

Management Prescription

Vehicle use will be limited to designated roads and
trails according to the Recreation Area revised desig
nation. Mountain bike trails will be developed where
their use will not conflict with other trail users.

Management Actions

Revise the present ORV designation to include all of
the Recreation Area.

Install signing, fencing and place barriers. These
structures will be monitored monthly during the peak
season and repaired or replaced as needed. Develop a
cooperative agreement with the New Mexico Depart
ment of Game and Fish for coordination of law enfor
cement in the area.

A plan specifically for mountain bike use will be
developed with user groups when demand warrants.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Water Quality (A-11) 

Objective: Water quaUty wiU be maintained in accordance witii New Mexico State water quaUty standards. 

Present Situation: Water quality in weUs and springs is excellenL Increased visitor use could cause deterioration 
of water quaUty, especiaUy at springs. 

Management Prescription 

Water quality of well systems and sfxings wUl 
monitored for potability under state standards. 

be 

Management Actions 

Water will be sampled and tested from both well sys
tems and Big and Li;tie Arsenic Springs on a quarterly 
basis. If the springs' water is found unacceptable 
witiiout lreatm«it, waming signs will be posted to 
wam of the potential hazards and visitors will be 
directed to acceptable waler sources. 

The Park Manager will take immediate action to 
determine the source of the problem and steps to cor
rect the sittiation should unacceptable standards be 
found. 

Fire Management (A-12) 

Objective: To manage both wild and prescribed fires to enhance wildlife habitat and to protect life and property. 

Present Situation: There is no Fire Management Plan for the Recreation Area. This means that any wildfire wiU 
be fuUy and aggressively supi^essed. which could cause excessive surface disturbance. In some cases, wildfue 
could be beneficial to wildlife habitat and even long term visual quality. 

Management Prescription 

Develop a Fire Managenent Plan for lhe Recreatitm 
Area. 

Suppression actions should be taken and prescribed 
fu-e projects planned in accordance with a Recreation 
Area Fire Msmagement Plan. 

Management Actions 

Develop a fire management plan wilhin one year that 
describes how prescribed fues or limited suppression 
of wUd fires could improve wUdUfe habitat, grazing 
and natural syslens. The plan wUl identify supression 
zones and clearly state that fires will be fully sup
pressed if ihcy occur near campgrounds or where lives 
or property arc endangered. Open campfires will be 
prohibited. 
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AU Zones (Continued)

Water Quality (A·ll)

Objective: Water quality will be maintained in accordance with New Mexico State water quality standards.

Present Situation: Water quality in weUs and springs is excellent. Increased visitor use could cause deterioration
of water quality, especially at springs.

The Park Manager will take immediate action to
determine the source of the problem and steps to cor
rect the situation should unacceptable s dards be
found.

Management Actions

Water will be sampled and tested from both well sys
tems and Big and Lijtle Arsenic Springs on a quarterly
basis. If the springs' water is found unacceptable
without treatment, warning signs will be posted to
warn of the potential hazards and visitors will be
directed to acceptable water sources.

Management Prescription

Water quality of well systems and springs will be
monitored for potability under state standards.

Fire Management (A.I2)

Objective: To manage both wild and prescribed frres to enhance wildlife habitat and to protect life and property.

Present Situation: There is no Fire Management Plan for the Recreation Area. This means that any wildfrre will
be fully and aggressively suppressed, which could cause excessive surface disturbance. In Some cases, wildfrre
could be beneficial to wildlife habitat and even long term visual quality.

Management Prescription

Develop a Fire Management Plan for the Recreation
Area.

Suppression actions should be taken and prescribed
frre projects planned in accordance with a Recreation
Area Fire Management Plan.

Management Actions

Develop a frre management plan within one year that
describes how prescribed fll'es or limited suppression
of wild fires could improve wildlife habitat, grazing
and natural systems. The plan will identify supression
zones and clearly state that frres will be fully sup
pressed if they occur near campgrounds or where lives
or property are endangered. Open campfires will be
prohibited.
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AU Zones (Continued) 

Vegetation (A-13) 

Objective: To promote a natural appearing distribution and abundance of trees and vegetation in the Recreation 
Area. 

Present Situation: TTie natural distribution and abundance of trees in the Recreation Area is threatened. Illegal 
woodcutting for home use and wood gathering by campers are causing a severe loss of trees in certain areas. In 
addition, regeneration of trees is not occurring in and near heavUy used areas due to disturbance and soil compac
tion by visitOTS. 

Management Prescription 

Tree cutting wiU only be aUowed for administrative 
purposes such as to control fire, disease and insects 
and in some cases for wildlife habitat improvement 
and faciUty development. Tree planting wiU be con
ducted in areas where natural reproduction is im
paired. 

Identify a time frame for prohibiting opoi fues 
(campfires) which wiU help reduce the loss of vegeta
tion for this use. 

Management Actions 

A reforestation plan for the Recreation Area will be 
developed. This plan wUl describe methods of plant
ing, places to plant and time frames for completion. 
Signs prohibiting wood cutting wiU be posted in ap
propriate areas. 

Prohibit open fu-es in the Recreation Area according 
to the Fire Management Plan. 
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All Zones (Continued)

Vegetation (A-l3)

Objective: To promote a natural appearing distribution and abundance of trees and vegetation in the Recreation
Area.

Present Situation: The natural distribution and abundance of trees in the Recreation Area is threatened. Illegal
woodcutting for home use and wood gathering by campers are causing a severe loss of trees in certain areas. In
addition, regeneration of trees is not occurring in and near heavily used areas due to disturbance and soil compac
tion by visitors.

Management Prescription

Tree cutting will only be allowed for administrative
purposes such as to control fire, disease and insects
and in some cases for wildlife habitat improvement
and facility development. Tree planting will be con
ducted in areas where natural reproduction is im
paired.

Identify a time frame for prohibiting open fues
(campfues) which will help reduce the loss of vegeta
tion for this use.

Management Actions

A reforestation plan for the Recreation Area will be
developed. This plan will describe methods of plant
ing, places to plant and time frames for completion.
Signs prohibiting wood cutting will be posted in ap
propriate areas.

Prohibit open fues in the Recreation Area according
to the Fire Management Plan.
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Intensive Use Zone 

The Intensive Use Zone Ues between the Red RIVCT 
and Rio Grande canyons and is the primary recrea
tional use zone in the area. The Visitor Center, 
campgrounds and day use facUities are located in this 
zone. The road ihrough the Recreation Area fwms a 
loop in tiie Intensive Use Zone with aU campgrounds 
and overlooks radiating from il. Pifton and juniper 
woodlands provide shade and wind (X-otection to the 
camping areas. The center of ttie loq) is an expanse 
of sagebmsh and grassland. 

Visitors are attracted to ttie canyon rims and the 
tremendous vistas ttiey provide. This is a popular area 
for sightseeing, picnicking and camping. The Intm
sive Use Zone will continue as tiie primary visitor use 
zone m the Recreation Area, containing faciUties to 
accommodate botti day and ovCTuight use. Visitor 
management and environmental education activities 
wiU focus on this zone. 
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Intensive Use Zone

The Intensive Use Zone lies between the Red River
and Rio Grande canyons and is the primary recrea
tional use zone in the area. The VisilDr Center,
campgrounds and day use facilities are 10cated in this
zone. The road through the Recreation Area fonns a
loop in the Intensive Use Zone with all campgrounds
and overlooks radiating from it. PiIIon and juniper
woodlands provide shade and wind protection 10 the
camping areas. The center of the loop is an expanse
of sagebrush and grassland.

Visitors are attracted to the canyon rims and the
tremendous vistas they provide. This is a popular area
for sightseeing, picnicking and camping. The Inten
sive Use Zone will continue as the primary visilOr use
zone in the Recreation Area, containing facilities 10
accommodate both day and overnight use. VisilOr
management and environmental education activities
will focus on this zone.
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Day Use (I-l) 

Objective: To provide day use areas that will accomodate uses and use levels and reduce conflict witii ovonight 
areas. 

Present Situation: Most of the visitor use in the Recreation Area is day use. This lakes the form of Ashing, pic
nicking, hiking, use of the overlooks, and touring the Visitor Center. Based on the present design, picnic areas. 
trailheads and overlooks often share the same faciUties. When visitor attendance is low, these activities and ttieir 
parking areas are not in confUct When visitor attendance is high, ihcK is competition fOT use of the individual 
table and shelter units. Parking is congested, and campers often occupy sites better suited for day use. 

Management Prescription 

Day use and camping* areas wiU be clearly designated 
and marked. La Junta. Chawalauna, the Visitor 
Center and portions of the campgrounds wiU be day 
use areas only. Additional tables wUl be constmcted 
at the Visitor Center, La Junta and Chawalauna. 
FaciUties wUl be accessible to the handicapped. High 
use parking areas wiU have more organized parking 
arrangements developed and signed. 

Management Actions 

Immediately sign all day use areas. Additional picnic 
tables wiU be constructed at La Junta, Chawalauna. 
and the Visitor Center. Design and constmct or
ganized parking facUities at all sites in response to the 
type of activity and prescribed carrying edacity of the 
area. EstabUsh carrying capacities for day use ac
tivities for each site. Develop a visitor-monitoring 
program which records attendance and frequency of 
use. Review natural carrying edacity of areas remain
ing within the zone. Determine suitabiUty fOT future 
expansion. Also, consider new sites to serve as group 
picnic areas should the demand mat^alize. 

Remove tables and shelters from tiie immediate 
viciiuty of tiie rim to allow this area to be used in 
common by all visitOTS. 

Rim Trails a-2) 

Objective: To provide hiking opportuiuties for those who do not wish to. or are unable to decend the canyons and 
to link certain faciUties to one another. 

Present Situation: No uails exist on tiie nm. Visitors wanting to hike without descending the canyon are hiking 
cross-country. Many visitors who do descend into the canyon, hike down one trail and up anoth^. Once they 
retum to ttie rim. they also must hike cross-country to their cars. 

Management Prescription 

Design and devel(^ a traU network which Unks certain 
facUities to each other. The traU alignment wUl have 
a corridor standard which wiU maintain the integrety 
of the trail experience. This may necessitate reloca
tion of some faciUties within this corridOT. 

Management Actions 

Initiate in 1988 a trail netwoik plan which wiU layout 
priorities fOT completion of segments. Consuuction of 
the trail wiU be ccmipleted as funding and volunteers 
are available. 

The plan will include an interpretive loop trail firom 
tiic VisitOT Center. This trail wiU begin at the Visitor 
Center, proceed to the Red River Canyon Rim, then 
retum to the Visitor Center. An Interpretive ttaU wiU 
continue to t)e provided at La Junta. 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Day Use (1-1)

Objective: To provide day use areas that will accomodate uses and ose levels and reduce conflict with overnight
areas.

Present Situation: Most of the visitor use in the Recreation Area is day ose. This takes the form of fIShing, pic
nicking, hiking, ose of the overlooks, and touring the Visitor Center. Based on the present design, picnic areas,
traiIheads and overlooks often share the same facilities. When visitor attendance is low, these activities andtheit
parking areas are not in conflicL When visitor attendance is high, there is competition for use of the individual
table and shelter units. Parlting is congested, and campers often occupy sites better suited for day use.

Management Prescription

Day use and camping' areas will be clearly designated
and marked. La Junta, Chawalauna, the Visitor
Center and portions of the campgrounds will be day
use areas only. Additional tables will be consbllcted
at the Visitor Center, La Junta and Chawalauna.
Facilities will be accessible to the handicapped. High
use parking areas will have more organized parking
arrangements developed and signed.

Management Actions

Immediately sign all day ose areas. Additional picnic
tables will be consbllCted at La Junta, Chawalauna,
and the Visitor Center. Design and consbllct or
ganized parking facilities at all sites in response to the
type of activity and prescribed carrying capacity of the
area. Establish carrying capacities for day use ac
tivities for each site. Develop a visitor-monitoring
program which records attendance and frequency of
use. Review natural carrying capacity of areas remain
ing within the zone. Determine suitability for future
expansion. Also, consider new sites to serve as group
picnic areas should the demand materialize.

Remove tables and shelters from the immediate
vicinity of the rim to allow this area to be used in
common by all visitors.

Rim Trails (1-2)

Objective: To provide hiking opponunities for those who do not wish to, or are unable to decend the canyons and
to link certain facilities to one another.

Present Situation: No trails exist on the rim: Visitors wanting to hike without descending the canyon are hiking
cross-country. Many visitors who do descend into the canyon, hike down one trail and up another. Once they
return to the rim, they also must hike cross-country to their cars.

Management Prescription

Design and develop a trail network which links certain
facilities to each other. 11Ie trail alignment will have
a corridor standard which will maintain the integrety
of the trail·experience. This may necessitate reloca
tion of some facilities within this corridor.

-26-

Management Actions

Initiate in 1988 a trail network plan which will layout
priorities for completion of segments. Consttuction of
the trail will be completed as funding and volunteers
are available.

The plan will include an interpretive loop trail from
the Visitor Center. This trail will begin at the Visitor
Center, proceed to the Red River Canyon Rim, then
return to the Visitor Center. An Interpretive trail will
continue to be provided at La Junta.
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Visitor Center (1-3) 

Objective: To provide and maintain a Visitor Center that can accomodate all identified uses, including informing 
the public, providing basic visitor services, and serving as the administrative headquarters for the Recreation Area. 
The- VisitOT Center wiU be named in memory of Arthur W. Zimmerman. 

Present Situation: The Visitor Center COTitinues to seve as the focal poinl fOT providing interpretation, basic 
visitor services, and as a BLM Administrative Site. The Visitor Center needs remodeUng to better accommodate 
visitors, and needs a new roof. It is open seven days a week from Memorial Day to Labor Day each year. 

Management Prescription 

The Visitor Center building will be safe, weU main
tained and suilable for intended uses. If the buUding 
cannot be maintained in a suitable condition, it wiU be 
closed to pubUc use. 

Management Actions 

Bring the existmg building up to acceptable main
tenance standards. Use the building as it is untU 
remodeling needs are discussed and designed. 

Name lhe Visitor Center as a memorial to Arthur W. 
Zimmerman. 

Open the Visitor Center during the "off season" 
weekends that receive more than 20 vehicles per day. 
Present use trends indicate thai witii this criteria, tiie 
Visitor Center wiU be opened during OctobCT 
wedcuids in the near fubire. 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Visitor Center (1-3)

Objective: To provide and maintain a Visitor Center that can accomodate all identified uses, including informing
the public, providing basic visitor services, and serving as the administrative headquarters for the Recreation Area.
Th'" Visitor Center will be named in memory of Arthur W. Zimmerman.

Present Situation: The Visitor Center continues to serve as the focal point for providing interpretation, basic
visitor services, and as a BLM Administrative Sile. The Visitor Cenler needs remodeling to better accommodate
visitors, and needs a new roof. It is open seven days a week from Memorial Day to Labor Day each year.

Management Prescription

The Visitor Cenler building will be safe, well main
tained and suitable for intended uses. If the building
cannot be maintained in a suitable condition, it will be
closed to public use.

Management Actions

Bring the existing building up to acceptable main
tenance standards. Use the building as it is until
remodeling needs are discussed and designed.

Name the Visitor Center as a memorial to Arthur W.
Zimmerman.

Open the Visitor Center during the "off season"
weekends that receive more than 20 vehicles per day.
Present use trends indicate that with this criteria, the
Visitor Center will be opened during October
weekends in the near future.
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Interpretive Displays (1-4) 

Objective: To have current, accurate, informative and visually appeaUng interpretive displays at the Visitor 
Center. 

Present Situation: The existing displays are outdated, incOTrect and deterior^ng from age. 

Management Prescription 

Provide new interpretive display panels and a new 
video tape at the Visitor Center for visilOT orientation. 

Management Actions 

New interpretive display panels will be purchased and 
installed at the Visitor Center. A new video program 
wiU be developed to provide pertinent infOTmation 
aboul the Recreation Area. 

Amphitheater (1-5) 

Objective: To provide an ouidoor lecture area and facUity fOT quality campfire programs for both campers and 
local residents. 

Present Situation: The campfu-e programs occur every Sattû day evening from the end of May tiirough Septem
ber. Most of these are heavily attended and the present facility has inadequate seating and slide fx̂ ojection airange-
ments. 

Management Prescription 

Provide expanded seating at the Amphitheater. Con
tinue to provide high quality campfire programs 
through the summer season. 

Management Actions 

The capacity of the amphitheater wUl be immediately 
enlarged to seal 50. Increasing the facUity to accom
modate 100 people wiU occur as needed. 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Interpretive Displays (1-4)

Objective: To have current, accurate, informative and visually appealing interpretive displays at the Visitor
Center.

Present Situation: The existing displays are outdated, incorrect and deteriorating from age.

Management Prescription

Provide new interpretive display panels and a new
video tape at the Visitor center for visitor orientation.

Management Actions

New interpretive display panels will be pwchased and
inslalled at the Visitor Center. A new video program
will be developed to provide pertinent information
about the Recreation Area.

Amphitheater (1-5)

Objective: To provide an outdoor lecture area and facility for quality.campfIre programs for both campers and
local residents.

Present Situation: The campfire programs occur every Saturday evening from the end of May through Septem
ber. Most of these are heavily attended and the present facility has inadequate seating and slide projection arrange
ments.

Management Prescription

Provide expanded seating at the Amphitheater. Con
tinue to provide high quality campfIre programs
through the summer season.
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Management Actions

The capacity of the amphitheater will be immediately
enlarged to seat 50. Increasing the facility to accom
modate 100 people will occur as needed.
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Campgrounds (1-6) 

Objective: To meet user demand wilh the minimum number of weU designed campgrounds and campsites ac
comodating both motorized and non-motorized access. 

Present Situation: All the developed facUities with a picnic table, shelter and fireplace are used as campsites. 
Camping opportunities vary from motorized access sites on the rim to hike-in sites in the River Canyon. The rim 
sites are pooriy designed for the molOTized use they are now recieving. Intensely used areas lack natural forbs and 
grasses, and soU erosion is occurring. Some campsites were located on the rim in the best view locations. These 
sites are belter suited for use by aU campers and hikers in the area rather than being occupied by one party. 
Campground density and natural carrying cafiacily required to achieve the desired recreational experience will re-
quUe a detaUed site analysis. Fuiure locations and a broadu* spectrum of camping experiences is need to ac
comodate a wider range of recreationist. 

Management Prescription 

Make maximum use of existing faciUties, including 
redesign where necessary, before adding new 
facUities. 

Keep total number of campgrounds, campsites, and re
lated faciUties to the minunum necessary to meet us& 
demand. Never exceed aUowable visitor carrying 
capacily in concentiated use areas. 

All new facUities must blend witti surroundings. 

A threshold of 80 p»x:ent occupancy of sites during 
July and August wUl be used to identify the point at 
which BLM wUl need to implement additional 
management prescriptions pertainmg to visitor use of 
campgrounds. 

The immediate vicinity of the rim should be managed 
so that il is available to all campers to walk and view 
tiie scenery. No campuig faciUties wiU be placed in 
this area. 

Provide for a variety of campers, including those 
using backpacks, tents, cars or recreational vehicles. 

Management Actions 

Redesign existing facUities by September, 1988 or as 
soon as funding allows. 

Prepare expansion and redesign of campgrounds by 
Se[Hember, 1988 or as soon as funding allows. 

Remove existing camping facUities from the im
mediate vicinity of the rim to ensure fi-ee access by aU 
visitors. 

Constmction of "Rio Colorado" campground wiU be 
initiated when tiie expanded campgrounds have con
sistentiy reached 80 percent capacily during ttie high 
use months. 

Tables and shelters now located on tiie rim wiU be 
relocated off the rim in the same general area, creating 
new campsites in existing campgrounds. The area in 
the immediate vicmity of the rim will be a no camping 
area. Signs and barriers wUl be instaUed to unplement 
this action. 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Campgrounds (1-6)

Objective: To meet user demand with the minimum number of well designed campgrounds and campsites ac
comodating both motorized and non-motorized access.

Present Situation: All the developed facilities with a picnic table, shelter and fIreplace are used as campsites.
Camping opportunities vary from motorized access sites on the rim to hike-in sites in the River Canyon. The rim
sites are poorly designed for the motorized use they are now recieving. Intensely used areas lack natural forbs and
grasses, and soil erosion is occurring. Some campsites were located on the rim in the best view locations. These
sites are better suited for use by all campers and hikers in the area rnther than being occupied by one pany.
Campground density and natural carrying capacity required to achieve the desired recreational experience will re
quire a detailed site analysis. Future locations and a broader speclIWD of camping experiences is need to ac-
comodate a wider range of recreationist. .

Management Prescription

Make maximum use of existing facilities, including
redesign where necessary, before adding new
facilities.

Keep total number of campgrounds, campsites. and re
lated facilities to the minimum necessary to meet user
demand. Never exceed allowable visitor carrying
capacity in concentrated use areas.

All new facilities must blend with surroundings.

A threshold of 80 percent occupancy of sites during
July and August will be used to identify the point at
which BLM will need to implement additional
management prescriptions pertaining to visitor use of
campgrounds.

The immediate vicinity of the rim should be managed
so that it is available to all campers to walk and view
the scenery. No camping facilities will be placed in
this area.

Provide for a variety of campers, including those
using backpacks, tents, cars or recreational vehicles.

Management Actions

Redesign existing facilities by September, 1988 or as
soon as funding allows.

Prepare expansion and redesign of campgrounds by
September. 1988 or as soon as funding allows.

Remove existing camping facilities from the im
mediate vicinity of the rim to ensure free access by all
visitors.

Construction of "Rio Colorado" campground will be
initiated when the expanded campgrounds have con
sistentiy reached 80 percent capacity during the high
use months.

Tables and shelters now located on the rim will be
relocated off the rim in the same general area, creating
new campsites in existing campgrounds. The area in
the immediate vicinity of the rim will be a no camping
area. Signs and barriers will be installed to implement
this action.
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Overflow Camping Area (1-7) 

Objective: To provide an additional location for visitors to stay when campgrounds are full or as a temporary 
solution until new campground facUities can be constmcted. 

Present Situation: Camping use is projected lo increase in the next five years and there wUl be periods during the 
high use season when existing campgrounds are full. 

Management Prescription 

An area for overflow camping use will be designed 
and developed fOT use when existing campgrounds are 
fuU. 

Management Actions 

The overflow campground will be planned for 
development when existing campgrounds have 
reached full capacity for five or more days during any 
30-day period. The overflow camping area will be 
constmcted when existing campgrounds reach full 
capacity for seven or more days in a 30-day period. 
The overflow campground wUl be localed near the 
Visitor Center rather than near the canyons. 

Group Camping (1-8) 

Objective: To provide a place in the Recreation Area for group camping. 

Present Situation: Camping use is projected to mcrease in the nexl five years and there wUl be periods during the 
high use season when existing campgrounds are full. 

Management Prescription 

An area for overflow camping use wiU be designed 
and developed for use when existing campgrounds are 
fuU. 

X 

Management Actions 

The overflow campground wiU be planned for 
development when existing campgrounds have 
reached fuU capacity for five or mwe days during any 
30-day period. The overflow camping area wUl be 
constmcted when existing campgrounds reach full 
capacity foe seven or more days in 30-day periods. It 
wiU be located near the Visitor Center rather tiian near 
the canyons. 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Overflow Camping Area (1-7)

Objective: To provide an additional location for visitors to stay when campgrounds are full or as a lemporary
solution until new campground facilities can be construcled.

Present Situation: Camping use is projecled to increase in the next five years and there will be periods during the
high use season when existing campgrounds are full.

Management Prescription

An area for overflow camping use will be designed
and developed for use when existing campgrounds are
full.

Management Actions

The overflow campground will be planned for
development when existing campgrounds have
reached full capacity for five or more days during any
30-day period. The overflow camping area will be
construcled when existing campgrounds reach full
capacity for seven or more days in a 30-day period.
The overflow campground will be localed near the
Visitor Cenler rather than near the canyons.

Group Camping (I-S)

Objective: To provide a place in the Recreation Area for group camping.

Present Situation: Camping use is projecled to increase in the next five years and there will be periods during the
high use season when existing campgrounds are full.

Management Actions

The overflow campground will be planned for
development when existing campgrounds have
reached full capacity for five or more days during any
30-day period. The overflow camping area will be
construcled when existing campgrounds reach full
capacity for seven or more days in 30-day periods. It
will be localed near the Visitor Center rather than near
the canyons. ~

Management Prescription

An area for overflow camping use will be designed
and developed for use when existing campgrounds are
full.

--- ......-- ~.--------..::lII ........----'

~~

)
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued) 

Recreational Vehicles (RVs) (1-9) 

Objective: To have a place to accomodate large RVs. 

Present Situation: There are very few campsites which can accommodate large RVs. Present facUities were not 
designed fOT such use. 

Management Prescription 

Provide for Umited RV camping at El Aguaje 
campground. When El Aguaje is full, direct RVs to 
LaJunta or Chawalauna day use areas for temporary 
ovemight camping until the overflow camping area is 
completed. 

Consider RVs in design of overflow camping area. 

Future development designs would consider use by 
RVs. 

Management Actions 

RV accommodations wUl be clearly stated in the 
Recreation Area brochure, and at the entrance station 
and Visitor Center information boards. Implement 
maintenance necessary to aUow RVs at El Aguaje 
Campground. When El Aguaje reaches capacity 
during 60 percent of tiie high use period, design and 
development of additional RV facUties wUl occur 
nortti of the Visitor Center and wareyard. 

Wildlife (I-IO) 

Objective: To enhance opportunities for the public to observe wUdUfe in the area. 

Present Situation: There is presentiy an abundance of wildlife in ttie Recreation Area, particularly associated 
witii the canyons. Observing hawks, eagles, and other birds of prey provide many visilors with hours of enjoy
ment. Deer, coyotes and smaller mammals are commonly sighted near campgrounds. 

Management Prescription 

Facilily development in this area will carefuUy con
sider impacts to wildlife. Locate bird baths and nest
ing boxes in high use areas. ^ ^ 

Management Actions 

Bird nesting boxes and bird baths wiU be placed in 
campgrounds, al ttie Visitor Center, day use areas and 
amphitheater. Participation in planning, design, con
stmction and installation of wildlife projects will be 
encouraged through volunteers. Construction wiU 
occiff in consultation with a BLM wildlife biolo(ri<it 
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Intensive Use Zone (Continued)

Recreational Vehicles (RVs) (1-9)

Objective: To have a place to accomodate large RVs.

Present Situation: There are very few campsileS which can accommodate large RVs. Present facilities were not
designed for such use.

Management Prescription

Provide for limited RV camping at El Aguaje
campground. When EI Aguaje is full, direct RVs to
LaJunta or Chawalauna day use areas for temporary
overnight camping until the overflow camping area is
completed.

Consider RVs in design of overflow camping area.

Future development designs would consider use by
RV's.

Management Actions

RV accommodations will be clearly stated in the
Recreation Area brochure, and at the entrance station
and Visitor Center information boards. Implement
maintenance necessary to allow RVs at EI Aguaje
Campground. When EI Aguaje reaches capacity
during 60 percent of the high use period, design and
development of additional RV facilties will occur
north of the Visitor Center and wareyard.

Wildlife (1.10)

Objective: To enhance opportunities for the public to observe wildlife in the area.

Present Situation: There is presently an abundance of wildlife in the Recreation Area, particularly associated
with the canyons. Observing hawks, eagles, and other birds of prey provide many visitors with hours of enjoy
ment Deer, coyotes and smaller mammals are commonly sighted near campgrounds.

Management Prescription

Facility development in this area will carefully con
sider impacts to wildlife. Locate bird baths and nest
ing boxes in high use areas.

Management Actions

Bird nesting boxes and bird baths will be placed in
campgrounds, at the Visitor Center, day use areas and
amphitheater. Participation in planning, design, con
struCtion and installation of wildlife projects will be
encouraged through volunteers. Construction will
occur in consultation with a BLM wildlife bioInu; ..
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East Rim Zone 

The East Rim Zone includes the entrance to the Wild 
Rivers Recreation Area and ttie road access to lhe In
tensive Use Zone. This area has highly scenic over
looks, abundant wildUfe, day use facilities, and 
provides access to the Rio Grande River Canyon. 
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East Rim Zone

The East Rim Zone includes the entrance to the Wild
Rivers Recreation Area and the road access to the In
tensive Use Zone. This area has highly scenic over
looks, abundant wildlife, day use facilities. and
provides access to the Rio Grande River Canyon.
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East Rim Zone (Continued) 

Entrance Station (E-1) 

Objective: To provide visitors wilh uiitial orientation to the area. 

Present Situation: New visitors to ttie area are often confused as to where to go and what to do. The Visitor 
Center is several miles from the area's entrance as are the campgrounds. 

Management Prescription 

The entrance area should be designed to provide the 
entering visitor witti full infonnation and directions 
for use of the area, and should provide adequate park
ing space so visilors can park and check maps, and 
seek any assistance tiiey may need. 

Management Actions 

The entt^nce to the Wild River Recreation Area will 
be moved north of Sheeps Crossing where a turnout 
wiU be designed and consttructed with an information 
board. The present end*aiice sign wUl be removed. 
The station wiU be included in the maintenance con
tract during the high use season and will be peri
odically patrolled. A smaU building will also be 
provided at the entrance for use by BLM employees 
as a conlact point with visitors. 

Day Use (E-2) 

Objective: To provide efficient u-ailhead faciUties. 

Present Situation: Ovemight and day use occur at Chiflo and Sheeps Crossing. Neither are presently used to 
capacity. Bear Crossing is an overlook and traU head only. 

Management Prescription 

Chiflo, Sheeps Crossing and Bear Crossing will be 
day use areas. Capcities for Chiflo and Sheeps Cross
ing will not exceed three sites per acre. The number 
of people using a site should not exceed 20. Bear 
Crossing will remain an overiook wilh minimal 
facilities. 

Management Actions 

During the high use period. Sheeps Crossing and 
Chiflo will be monitored daily for number of sites 
filled. When an area has reached ils capacity, visitors 
will be directed to less crowded areas. Additional pic
nic tables at Sheeps Crossing and Chiflo wUI be 
designed and developed when the two areas have 
reached capacily during 50 percent of the high use 
period and ttiere is no alternative for visitors in the In
tensive Use Zone. The development of a new picnic 
area at Bear Crossing wiU also be considered at that 
time. 
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East Rim Zone (Continued)

Entrance Station (E·!)

Objective: To provide visitors with initial orientation to the area.

Present Situation: New visitors to the area are often confused as to where to go and what to do. The Visitor
Center is several miles from the area's entrance as are the campgrounds.

Management Prescription

The entrance area should be designed to provide the
entering visitor with full information and directions
for use of the area, and should provide adequate park
ing space so visitors can park and check maps, and
seek any assistance they may need.

Management Actions

The entrance to the Wild River Recreation Area will
be moved north of Sheeps Crossing where a turnout
will be designed and constructed with an information
board. The present entrance sign will be removed.
The station will be included in the maintenance con
tract during the high use season and will be peri
odically patrolled. A small building will also be
provided at the entrance for use by BLM employees
as a contact point with visitors.

Day Use (E·2)

Objective: To provide efficient trailhead facilities.

Present Situation: Overnight and day use occur at Chino and Shecps Crossing. Neither are presently used to
capacity. Bear Crossing is an overlook and trail head only.

Management Prescription

Chino. Sheeps Crossing and Bear Crossing will be
day use areas. Capcities for Chino and Sheeps Cross
ing will not exceed three sites per acre. The number
of people using a site should not exceed 20. Bear
Crossing will remain an overlook with minimal
facilities.
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Management Actions

During the high use period. Sheeps Crossing and
Chino will be monitored daily for number of sites
filled. When an area has reached its capacity, visitors
will be directed to less crowded areas. Additional pic
nic tables at Sheeps Crossing and Chillo will be
designed and developed when the two areas have
reached capacity during SO percent of the high use
period and there is no alternative for visitors in the In
tensive Use Zone. The development of a new picnic
area at Bear Crossing will also be considered at that
time.

000108



East Rim Zone (Continued) 

Wildlife (E-3) 

Objective: To promote habitat conditions for the reiniroduction of select wildlife species which will result in en
hanced wildlife viewing opportunities. 

Present Situation: This zone contains abundant wildlife. Deer, coyote, and ottier mammals are commonly 
sighted. Pronghom and sagegrouse once inhabited the area but have been driven out by a variety of factors. 

Management Prescription 

Reintroduction of pronghom and sagegrouse would 
enhance wildlife viewing opportunities in the East 
Rim Zone and also in the Intensive Use Zone. Habitat 
improvement for sagegrouse wiU be needed in order 
for sagegrouse to survive. 

Management Actions 

BLM will contacl the New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish to discuss reintroduction of botti 
species. Implementation is dependent upon the 
Department of Game and Fish. Fencing may be 
needed to keep pronghom in the area. A "wetiand" 
habitat wiU be necessary for sagegrouse. This type of 
habitat may be created by attaching a drip irrigation 
system to an existing well. A Habitat Management 
Plan wUl be developed. 
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East Rim Zone (Continued)

Wildlife (E-3)

Objective: To promote habitat conditions for the reintroduction of select wildlife species which will result in en
hanced wildlife viewing opportunities.

Present Situation: This zone contains abundant wildlife. Deer, coyote, and other mammals are commonly
sighted. Pronghorn and sagegrouse once inhabited the area but have been driven out by a variety of factors.

Management Prescription

Reintroduction of pronghorn and sagegrouse would
enhance wildlife viewing opportunities in the East
Rim Zone and also in the Intensive Use Zone. Habitat
improvement for sagegrouse will be needed in order
for sagegrouse to survive.

Management Actions

BLM will contact the New Mexico Department of
Game and Fish to discuss reintroduction of both
species. Implementation is dependent upon the
Department of Game and Fish. Fencing may be
needed to keep pronghorn in the area. A "weOand"
habitat will be necessary for sagegrouse. This type of
habitat may be created by attaching a drip irrigation
system to an existing well. A Habitat Management
Plan will be developed.
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West Rim Zone 

The West Rim Zone is the area on the west rim of the 
Rio Grande Gorge. This area provides an important 
scenic background to the Recreation Area. Cerro 
Chiflo is the principal land feature visible to visilors 
as they enter the Recreation Area. 

This zone wUl be managed for multiple uses, but 
management practices wiU be limited to those which 
are not generaUy visible from other zones in the 
Recreation Area. 
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West Rim Zone

The West Rim Zone is the area on the west rim of the
Rio Grande Gorge. This area provides an important
scenic background 10 the Recreation Area. Cerro
Chiflo is the principal land feature visible 10 visitors
as they enter the Recreation Area.

This zone will be managed for multiple uses, but
management practices will be limited 10 those which
are not generally visible from other zones in the
Recreation Area.
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West Rim Zone (Continued) 

Future Use and Development (W-1) 

Objective; To design and implement a plan that will facilitate the long range use of ttiis area for low levels of 
primitive camping and hiking when use level warrants. 

Present Situation: The West Rim Zone presentiy receives almost no recreational use except for occasional hunt
ing. Grazing is allowed to the canyon rim. 

Management Prescription 

Revise the management plan to include actions for the 
Wesl Rim Zone when use on the east side of the River 
Canyon Zone reaches saturation. 

Management Actions 

Update the Wild Rivers Recreation Area Management 
plan to include actions for the West Rim Zone when 
use levels warrant. Use of the West Rim Zone will 
increase dramatically when a foot bridge is con
stmcted across the Rio Grande. This bridge is 
proposed in ttie tt-aits portion of the River Canyon 
Zone. (See R-3) 
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West Rim Zone (Continued)

Future Use and Development (W·l)

Objective: To design and implement a plan that will facilitate the long range use of this area for low levels of
primitive camping and hiking when use level warrants.

Present Situation: The West Rim Zone presently receives almost no recreational use except for occasional hunt
ing. Grazing is allowed to the canyon rim.

Management Prescription

Revise the management plan to include actions for the
West Rim Zone when use on the east side of the River
Canyon Zone reaches saturation.

Management Actions

Update the Wild Rivers Recreation Area Management
plan to include actions for the West Rim Zone when
use levels warrant. Use of the West Rim Zone will
increase dramatically when a foot bridge is con
structed across the Rio Grande. This bridge is
proposed in the trails portion of the River Canyon
Zone. (See R-3)
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Guadalupe Zone 

The Guadalupe Zone includes most of the Guadalupe 
Mountains. This more mgged area provides critical 
wildlife habitat, important archaeological sites and a 
scenic view of the surrounding area. 

This zone will be managed as a low use zone for botti 
motorized and non-motorized back country camping 
and for wildlife viewing. 
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Guadalupe Zone

The Guadalupe Zone includes most of the Guadalupe
Mountains. This more rugged area provides critical
wildlife habitat, important archaeological siles and a
scenic view of the surrounding arca.

This zone will be managed as a low use zone for both
motorized and non-motorized back country camping
and for wildlife viewing.
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Guadalupe Zone (Continued) 

Future Use and Development (G-1) 

Objective: To design and implement a plan that wiU facilitate the long range use of this area for low levels of 
primitive camping and hUcing when use levels warrant. 

Present Situation: The West Rim Zone presentiy receives almost no recreational use except for occasional hunt
ing. Grazing is allowed lo ttie canyon rim. 

Managment Prescription 

Revise tiie management plan to include actions for the 
West Rim Zone when use on the east side of tiie Rivcr 
Canyon Zone reaches saturation. 

Management Actions 

Update the Wild Rivers Recreation Area Management 
plan to mclude actions for the West Rim Zone when 
use levels warranL Use of ttie West Rim Zone will 
increase dramatically when a fool bridge is con
stmcted across ttie Rio Grande. (This bridge is 
proposed in tiic trails portion of ttie River Canyon 
Zone-See R-3). 
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Guadalupe Zone (Continued)

Future Use and Development (G-!)

Objective: To design and implement a plan that will facilitate the long range use of this area for low levels of
primitive camping and hiking when use levels warrant.

Present Situation: The West Rim Zone presently receives almost no recreational use except for occasional hunt
ing. Grazing is allowed to the canyon rim.

Managment Prescription

Revise the management plan to include actions for the
West Rim Zone when use on the east side of the River
Canyon Zone reaches saturation.

Management Actions

Update the Wild Rivers Recreation Area Management
plan to include actions for the West Rim Zone when
use levels warrant Use of the West Rim Zone will
increase dramatically when a foot bridge is con
structed across the Rio Grande. (This bridge is
proposed in the trails portion of the River Canyon
Zone-See R-3).
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River Canyon Zone 

The River Canyon Zone is separated from ttie other 
zones by topography and includes sections of bolh the 
Rio Grande and the Red River. It is a unique vegeta
tive ecosystem due to increased water availability and 
narrow canyons which limit sunlight. Ponderosa pine 
and Douglas fir are found by the rivers, along shaded 
canyon slopes and on terraces where rain water is 
retained. 

Visilors come to ttie Wild Rivers Recreation Area to 
view and sometimes hike in the two river canyons. 
Springs at Chiflo, Big Arsenic and Littie Arsenic 
provide fresh groundwater to thu"sty hikers and afford 
cool places to rest. The area near the springs also 
provide important habitat for a variety of wildlife 
species. The River Canyon Zone is an important oasis 
in this area. 

This zone wiU be managed to preserve the scenic 
quaUty of Canyons and ttieir ecosystems and wildlife. 
Visitor use will be allowed to the extent ttiat it does 
not harm these important values. 

,r̂  
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River Canyon Zone

The River Canyon Zone is separated from Ihe olher
zones by topography and includes sections of both the
Rio Grande and Ihe Red River. It is a unique vegeta
tive ecosystem due to increased water availability and
narrow canyons which limit sunlight Ponderosa pine
and Douglas fir are found by the rivers, along shaded
canyon slopes and on terraces where rain water is
retained.

Visitors come to Ihe Wild Rivers Recreation Area to
view and sometimes hike in the two river canyons.
Springs at ChifIo, Big Arsenic and Little Arsenic
provide fresh groundwater to Ihirsty hikers and afford
cool places to rest. The area near the springs also
provide important habitat for a variety of wildlife
species. The River Canyon Zone is an important oasis
in this area.

This wne will be managed to preserve the scenic
quality of Canyons and Iheir ecosystems and wildlife.
Visitor use will be allowed to the extent Ihat it does
not harm these important values.
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River Canyon Zone (Continued) 

Camping (R-l) 

Objective: To provide an adequate number of primitive campsites for river canyon visitors without compromising 
the solitude of the area. 

Present Situation: There are 15 developed campsites in the river canyons. Each contains a picnic table, shelter 
and fu-eplace. Toilets are also insiaUed near these sites. Visitors easily find isolation and solitude from other 
people. 

Management Prescription 

Campsites in the canyons should not exceed two per 
acre and the number of people per site should not ex
ceed eight. Use levels and impacts to existing sites 
wiU be closely monitored, and new sites wiU be 
created as needed. No new shelters wUl be con-
suiicted. 

Management Actions 

River canyon campsites will be regularly monitored to 
determine the extent of use and associated impacts. 
This will initially occur each weekend. When these 
sites are fuU for 25 percent of the weekends, new sites 
will be designed and constmcted. A reservation sys
tem will eventuaUy be requned. 

Red River Picnic Area (R-2) 

Objective: To provide a clean attractive picnic area near ttie Red River Fish Hatchery. 

Present Situation: Visitor use al ttie newly renovated Red River Hatchery has increased signiflcantiy. This has, 
in tum, caused a significant increase in use of the adjoining BLM picnic area. 

Management Prescription 

A clean and attractive picnic area and toilet facilities 
will be provided and maintained for visilors on the 
Red Rivcr near lhe Fish Hatchery. 

Management Actions 

Toilets and some picnic tables will be replaced. The 
new loUets will be designed to accommodate wheel-
chaUs. New picnic tables will be made of stone and 
concrete with one designed for wheelchair access. 
Management of this site will be closely coordinated 
witti the New Mexico DcparUnent of Game and Fish 
who qierate the Hatchery. 
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River Canyon Zone (Continued)

Camping (R-t)

Objective: To provide an adequate number of primitive campsites for river canyon visitors without compromising
the solitude of the area.

Present Situation: There are 15 developed campsites in the river canyons. Each contains a picnic table, shelter
and fireplace. Toilets are also installed near these sites. Visitors easily find isolation and solitude from other
people.

Management Prescription

Campsites in the canyons should not exceed two per
acre and the number of people per site should not ex
ceed eight. Use levels and impacts to existing sites
will be closely monitored, and new sites will be
created as needed. No new shelters will be con
structed.

Management Actions

River canyon campsites will be regularly monitored to
detcrmine the extent of use and associated impacts.
This will initially occur each weekend. When these
sites are full for 25 percent of the weekends, new sites
will be designed and constructed. A reservation sys
tcm will eventually be required.

Red River Picnic Area (R-2)

Objective: To provide a clean attractivc picnic area near the Red River Fish Hatchery.

Present Situation: Visitor use at thc newly rcnovated Red River Hatchery has increased significantly. This has,
in tum, caused a significant increase in use of the adjoining BLM picnic area.

Management Prescription

A clean and attractive picnic area and toilet facilities
will be provided and maintained for visitors on the
Red River near the Fish Hatchery.

-47-

Management Actions

Toilets and some picnic tables will be replaced. The
new toilets will be dcsigned to accommodate wheel
chairs. New picnic tables will be made of stone and
concrete with one designed for wheelchair access.
Management of this site will be closely coordinated
with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
who operate the Hatchery.
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River Canyon Zone (Continued) 

Trails (R-3) 

Objective: To provide a trail system along the rivers which disperses use, provides access to many portions of the 
river and promotes resource protection. 

Present Situation: The River Canyon Zone contains IraUs descending the rim al Sheeps Crossing. Chiflo, Big Ar
senic, Littie Arsenic, La Junta, and EI Aguaje. These trails descend the vertical walls of the Canyons and have re
quired major constmction including elaborate stone and masonry work. These traUs require frequent maintenance. 
There is aJso a trail in ttie canyon bottom from Big Arsenic Campground lo the confluence of ttie Rio Grande and 
Red River. 

Management Prescription 

Provide additional trail segments to connect the exist
ing fragmented trail system. 

Management Actions 

A trail will be constmcted along the Red River from 
La Junta Poinl to the Red River Fish Hatchery. A 
foot bridge across the Red River wiU be constmcted at 
La Junta Point to connect the Recreation Area U îl 
system with tfie U.S. Foresl Service Cebolla Mesa 
Trail. A foot bridge will also be consuiicted across 
the Rio Grande to allow use of ttie west bank area. 
This expansion will occur only afler use levels on the 
east bank reach capacity 80 percent of the time. 

-48-

River Canyon Zone (Continued)

Trails (R-3)

Objective: To provide a trail system along the rivers which disperscs usc, provides access to many portions of the
river and promotes resource protcction.

Present Situation: The River Canyon Zone contains trails descending the rim at Shccps Crossing, Chino, Big Ar
senic, Litlle Arsenic, La Junta, and EI Aguaje. These trails descend the vertical walls of the Canyons and have fC

quired major construction including elaborate stone and masonry work. These trails require frequent maintenance.
There is also a trail in the canyon bottom from Big Arsenic Campground to the connuence of the Rio Grande and
Red River.

Management Prescription

Provide additional trail segments to connect the exist
ing fragmented trail system.

Management Actions

A trail will be constructed along the Red River from
La Junta Point to the Red River Fish Hatchery. A
foot bridge across the Red River will be constructed at
La Junta Point to connect the Recreation Area trail
system with the U.S. Forest Service Cebolla Mesa
Trail. A foot bridge will also be constructed across
the Rio Grande to allow use of the west bank area.
This expansion will occur only after use levels on the
east bank reach capacity 80 percent of the time.
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River Canyon Zone (Continued) 

Canyon Ecosystem (R-4) 

Objective: To maintain the existing canyon ecosystem. 

Present Situation: Canyons in tiie Recreation Area have an unusual inverted ecosystem. That is, tiie lower eleva
tions of ttie canyon bottoms contain pondeKisa pine whUe juniper are found on tiie canyon rims. This is the 
reverse of that normally expected in tiie area. However, tiie trees in tiie canyon bottom are not regenerating, caus
ing a gradual loss of the existing ecosystem. 

Management Prescription 

Develop a reforestation plan for the Recreation Area. 
This plan wiU address planting of new trees in tiie 
canyon bottom to provide for continuation of the in
verted ecosystem. 

Management Actions 

The BLM will study the activities that could affect 
this ecosystem including recreational use, fire suppres
sion, and grazing. The study results will help deter
mine future management actions to maintain ttie exist
ing ecosystem. Planting new trees would be done 
after the completion of the sludy and a reforestation 
plan. 
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WOODED 
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PINYON/ 
JUNIPER 
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SHRUB 
BARREN 
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SAGE STEPPE 

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS 

PINYON/JUNiPER PONDEROSA • FIR 

CHARACTERISTICS OF AN INVERTED ECOSYSTEM 
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River Canyon Zone (Continued)

Canyon Ecosystem (R·4)

Objective: To maintain the existing canyon ecosystem.

Present Situation: Canyons in the Recreation Area have an unusual inverted ecosystem. That is, the lower eleva
tions of the canyon bottoms contain ponderosa pine while juniper are found on the canyon rims. This is the
reverse of that normally expected in the area. However, the trees in the canyon bottom are not regenerating, caus
ing a gradual loss of the existing ecosystem.
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...... . ......: .' .
.... :;::::-;-. ..:::: .. :;:

Management Actions

The BLM will study the activities that could affect
this ecosystem including recreational use, fire suppres
sion, and grazing. The study results will help deter
mine future management actions to maintain the exist
ing ecosystem. Planting new trees would be done
after the completion of the study and a reforestation
plan.
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Management Prescription

Develop a reforestation plan for the Recreation Area.
This plan will address planting of new trees in the
canyon bottom to provide for continuation of the in
verted ecosystem.

CHARACTERISTICS OF AN INVERTED ECOSYSTEM
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River Canyon Zone (Continued) 

Fisheries (R-5) 

Objective: 
fisheries. 

To manage tiie aquatic habitat in the Rio Grande and Red River to achieve ils full potential for 

Present Situation: Many years of data on the amount of waler in these rivers has been obtained. This informa
tion shows extremely low flows occasionaUy occur in the Rio Grande. The point at which fisheries are adversely 
affected by low water is not known. A study of the impacts of ttiese low flows has been initialed by BLM, U.S. 
Forest Service, and tiie U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Management Prescription 

The flows in ttie rivers should not be allowed lo go 
below volumes needed to sustain fish life. BLM does 
not have conlrol, but should exert as much influence 
as possible and work with New Mexico Dcparlment of 
Game and Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
appropriate water associations in Colorado and New 
Mexico. 

A Fish Habitat Management Plan should be completed 
and habitat projects implemented as recommended by 
tiie plan. 

Management Actions 

A minimum and optimum flow analysis will be con
ducted on the Rio Grande and Red River in coordina
tion witti the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and other af
fected parties. 

A fisheries habitat Management Plan will be com
pleted within five years of approval of this documeni. 
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River Canyon Zone (Continued)

Fisheries (R-S)

Objective: To manage the aquatic habitat in the Rio Grande and Red River to achieve its full potential for
fISheries.

Present Situation: Many years of data on the amount of water in these rivers has been obtained. This informa
tion shows extremely low (lows occasionally occur in the Rio Grande. The point at which fisheries are adversely
affected by low water is DOtlmOwn. A study of the impacts of these low (lows has been initiated by BLM, U.S.
Forest Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Management Prescription

The (lows in the rivers should DOt be allowed to go
below volumes needed to sustain fish life. BLM does
not have control, but should exert as much influence
as possible and work with New Mexico Department of
Game and Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
appropriate water associations in Colorado and New
Mexico.

A Fish Habitat Management Plan should be completed
and habitat projects implemented as recommended by
the plan.

Management Actions

A minimum and optimum (low analysis will be con
ducted on the Rio Grande and Red River in coordina
tion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and other af
fected parties.

A fISheries habitat Management Plan will be com·
pleted within five years of approval of this document.
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River Canyon Zone (Continued) 

Boating (R-6) 

Objective: To promote safety in boating as weU as provide boating information and orientation. 

Present Situation: White water boating occurs on the Rio Grande bul is extremely dangerous through much of 
the Recreation Area. Rapids here are rated Class VI, which means that they can not be mn without risk of life. 
There have been \ery few successful boating mns in this area. The Rio Grande below Littie Arsenic Springs is 
safer bul requires carrying equipment from the rim to the river. 

Management Prescription 

Registration at the VisitOT Center wUl be required to 
run the Class VI section of the Rio Grande (Sheeps 
Crossing to Littie Arsenic Springs). Permits will be 
required for commercial and private boaters to enter 
the rivcr at Littie Arsenic Springs. Numbers of 
private boaters will not be limited. Commercial 
boaters are limited to two launches wilh a maximum 
parly size of 15 persons per day. Schedules for 
private and commercial launches will be decided by 
tiie BLM. 

Management Actions 

Boating safety signs will installed ai Sheeps Crossing 
and Chiflo trailheads. These signs wiU instruct 
boaters to register at ttie Visitor Center. Boating in
formation will also be posted at Littie Arsenic 
Campground, tiie entrance station. Visitor Outer and 
in the Recreation Area brochure. 
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Management Actions

Boating safety signs will installed at Sheeps Crossing
and Chiflo trailheads. These signs will instrucl
boaters to register at the Visitor Center. Boating in
formation will also be posted at Liltle Arsenic
Campground, the entrance station, Visitor Cenler and
in the Recreation Area brochure.

River Canyon Zone (Continued)

Boating (R-6)

Objective: To promote safely in boating as wen as provide boating information and orientation.

Present Situation: White water boating occurs on the Rio Grande but is extremely dangerous through much of
the Recreation Area. Rapids here are rated Class VI, which means that they can not be run without risk of life.
There have been very few successful boating runs in this area. The Rio Grande below Little Arsenic Springs is
safer but requires carrying equipment from the rim to the river.

Management Prescription

Registration at the Visitor Center will be required to
run the Class VI section of the Rio Grande (Sheeps
Crossing to Little Arsenic Springs). Permits will be
required for commercial and private boaters to enter
the river at Little Arsenic Springs. Numbers of
private boaters will not be limited. Commercial
boaters are limited to two launches with a maximum
party size of 15 persons per day. Schedules for
private and commercial launches will be decided by

the BLM. ~--;;;;::::=r-\1R"'~-rr-\\:--'P'f(1FT7--1
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Plan Implementation & Monitoring 

Implementation Strategy 

Implementation of the actions identified m the previous section wiU occur in three phases, 
each based on the amount of recreational use at the Wild Rivers Recreation Area. By basing the 
phases on recrealional use, BLM hopes to maintain a quality experience for the visitor while 
protecting the natural resources even as use levels increase. 

Basic Phase 

The basic phase is designed to bring existing facUities and services to the minimum stand
ard necessary to meet existing needs. This phase has two parts. The first is to complete those 
actions requiring immediate attention. The second is to complete needed improvements to exist
ing facilities. The plan will remain in the basic phase until recreational use levels reach the 
30,000 visiis-per-year threshold. After that use level is reached this plan calls for existing 

'faculties to be expanded through the constmction of new sites on new locations. 

Intermediate Phase 

The intermediate phase is designed to maintain the basic phase plus develop new sites to 
meet increased demand. This phase is also divided into two parts. The fu*sl is intended to 
resolve existing problems related to recreational use. The second identifies initiatives to maintain 
the desired experience level. When carrying capacily is reached (estimated at 50,0(X) visits-per-
year) the Optimum Phase will be implemenled. 

Optimum Phase 

This level represents the Recreation Area's maximum visitor capacity. Al ttiis point, new 
development would stop and management would focus on maintaining existing facilities, resour
ces and experience levels, requiring that use limitations be imposed.. 
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Implementation Strategy

Implementation of the actions identified in the previous section will occur in three phases,
each based on the amount of recreational use at the Wild Rivers Recreation Area. By basing the
phases on recreational use, BLM hopes to maintain a quality experience for the visitor while
protecting the natural resources even as use levels increase.

Basic Phase

The basic phase is designed to bring existing facilities and services to the minimum stand
ard necessary to meet existing needs. This phase has two parts. The first is to complete those
actions requiring immediate attention. The second is to complete needed improvements to exist
ing facilities. The pIan will remain in the basic phase until recreational use levels reach the
30,000 visits-per-year threshold. Mter that use level is reached this pIan calls for existing

'facilities to be expanded through the construction of new sites on new locations.

Intermediate Phase

The intennediate phase is designed to maintain the basic phase plus develop new sites to
meet increased demand. This phase is also divided into two parts. The flIst is intended to
resolve existing problems related to recreational use. The second identifies initiatives to maintain
the desired experience level. When carrying capacity is reached (estimated at 50,000 visits-per
year) the Optimum Phase will be implemented.

Optimum Phase

This level represents the Recreation Area's maximum visitor capacity. At this point, new
development would stop and management would focus on maintaining existing facilities. resour
ces and experience levels, requiring that use limitations be imposed..
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Importance of Implementation 

The liming of management actions is often a critical factor in meeting management goals. The principle 
variable controUing timing of actions is having the necessary funding when it is needed. The following graphs 
generally show the costs and benefits ttiat dollar investment would have on the Recreation Area. (Annual visita
tion is estimated to be approximately 20,000 in 1988.) 

The natural resource capabUity and managed carrying capacity ttireshold of tiie Recreation Area is estimated 
lo be around 60,0(X) annual visits. When this threshold is reached, ttie administration of the site would required a 
reservation system which would distiibute peaks attendance periods over a broader season of use. This will allow 
annual visits to increase while regulating intense use periods which can severly inpact tiic natural resource. 

[A.] Resource quality can increase as doUars are invested in sile development, operation and maintenance. 

High 

Phases 

Low 

ANNUAL P 
Operatioi 

tf^i:^*** 

VISITATION 
(000) 

10 20 30 40 50 Managed 
Carrying Capacity 
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Importance of Implementation

The timing of management actions is often a critical factor in meeting management goals, The principle
variable controlling timing of actions is having the necessary funding when it is needcd, The following graphs
generally show the costs and benefits that dollar investment would have on the Recreation Area, (Annual visita
tion is estimated to be approximately 20,000 in 1988,)

The natural resource capability and managed carrying capacity threshold of the Recreation Area is estimated
to be around 60,000 annual visits, When this threshold is reached, the administration of the site would required a
reservation system which would distribute peaks attendance periods over a broader season of use. This will allow
annual visits to increase while regulating intense use periods which can severly inpact the natural resource,

[A.] Resource quality can increase as dollars are invested in site development, operation and maintenance.
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[B.l The local economy can realize a net benefit for dollars invested because tiie attractiveness of ttie area 
will draw more visitors who wiU stay longer and in tum spend more doUars locaUy. 

High 
Dollars 

Low 
Dollars 

ANNUAL 
VISITATION 

(000) 

5 0 Managed 
Carrying Capacity 

[C] If funding support is not timely or is mismanaged, tiie values of ttie Recreation Area wiU diminish, 
potential benefits to tfie local economy wiU dwindle, and long term mainteJiance cost will show a gradual increase. 
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[B.] The local economy can realize a net benefit for dollars invested because the attractiveness of the area
will draw more visitors who will stay longer and in turn spend more dollars locally.
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VISITATION 10

(000)

High
Dollars

[C.] If funding support is not timely or is mismanaged, the values of the Recreation Area will diminish,
potential benefits to the local economy will dwindle, and long term maintenance cost will show a gradual increase.
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Implementation Plan 

Management Actions have previously been identified in the Management Direction section of this document. 
These individual Management Actions must now be reviewed together to identify the priorities, funding needs, and 
in general, give tfiem some order to provide ttie basis for an implementation plan. 

The chart on the nexl page is the implementation plan for the actions identified in the Management Direction 
section. Each action Usted on the chart has a titie and code (e.g. Scenic Quality A-2) which is the same as appear 
in the titles in the Management Direction chapter where more information can be found. 

Any useful implementation plan must be responsive lo change as priorities and funding change and as some 
actions are completed and new ones are added. The following chart is not designed to track specific actions. It 
does, however, display general priorities and show when certam use levels will trigger management actions. A 
more detaUed Implementation Plan can be written and revised as needed, using the foUowing chart as a guide. 

Monitoring Plan 

The Actions displayed on the following chart [e.g.. Scenic Quality (A-l)] often actually represent a 
"Category" where, in fact, there are many actions to be completed. In order to track specific actions more precise
ly, the action tities and code numbers can serve as a "menu" or "directory" for computer ston^e of more detailed 
information. For example, a spread sheet program could be used to track actions completed, due dales, assign
ments, costs, etc. This spread sheet program would provide quick access to the status of plan implementation at 
any lime. Ibis computer application of the plan would also prove very useful in budget preparation. Having the 
information in this form would allow for quick calculations m a variety of combinations. 
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Implementation Plan

Management Actions have previously been identified in the Management Direction section of this document.
These individual Management Actions must now be reviewed together to identify the priorities, funding needs, and
in general, give them some order to provide the basis for an implementation plan.

The chart on the next page is the implementation plan for the actions identified in the Management Direction
section. Each action listed on the chart has a title and code (e.g. Scenic Quality A-2) which is the same as appear
in the titles in the Management Direction chapter where more information can be found.

Any useful implementation plan must be responsive to change as priorities and funding change and as some
actions are completed and new ones are added. The following chart is not designed to track specific actions. It
does, however, display general priorities and show when certain use levels will trigger management actions. A
more detailed Implementation Plan can be written and revised as needed, using the following chart as a guide.

Monitoring Plan

The Actions displayed on the following chart [e.g., Scenic Quality (A-I)] often actually represent a
"Category" where, in fact, there are many actions to be completed. In order to track specific actions more precise
ly, the action titles and code numbers can serve as a "menu" or "directory" for computer storage of more detailed
information. For example, a spread sheet program could be used to track actions completed, due dates, assign
ments, costs, etc. This spread sheet program would provide quick access to the status of plan implementation at
any time. This computer application of the plan would also prove very useful in budget preparation. Having the
information in this form would allow for quick calculations in a variety of combinations.
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WILD RIVERS 
RECREATION 

AREA 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FEBRUARY 1988 

Basic Phase intermediate Phase Optimal Phase 
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' S C E N I C QUALITY (A-l) Page 14 "^ ] 
LAND OWNERSHIP & DESIGNATIONS {A-2) Page 15 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (A-4) Page 17 
OFF-ROAD VEHICLES (A-10) Page 20 
WATER QUALITY ( A l l ) Page 21 
FIRE MANAGEMENT (A-12) Page 21 
BOATING (R-6) Page 51 

FISHERIES (R-5) Page 50 
VEGETATION (A-13) Page 22 
CANYON ECOSYSTEM (R-4) Page 49 
WILDLIFE(I-IO) Page 31 

SIGNS (A-9) Page 20 

WILDLIFE (A-6) Pagel8 
WILDLIFE {E-3) Page 35 

i J 
1 

PREHISTORIC & HISTORIC SITES (A-5) Page 17 j 

INTERPRETATIVE DISPLAYS (1-4) Page 28 
AMPHITHEATER (1-5) Page 28 
DAYUSE(l-l)Page26 
OVERFLOW CAMPING (1-7) Page 30 
ENTRANCE STATION (E-1) Page34 

^^K 

VISITOR CENTER (1-3) Page27 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES (1-9) Page 31 
GROUP CAMPING (1-8) Page 30 
ROAD CONDITIONS (A-7) Page 19 
RIM TRAILS (1-2) Page 26 
TRAILS (R-3) Page 48 

CAMPGROUNDS (1-6) Page 29 
RED RIVER PICNIC AREA {R-2) Page 47 

DAY USE {E-2) Page 34 
CAMPING (R-l) Page 47 

FUTURE USE & DEV. (G-1) Page 42 
FUTURE USE & DEV.{W-1) Page 38 
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WILD RIVERSV IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FEBRUARY 19B8RECREATION
AREA Basic Phase Intermediate Phase Optimal Pha••
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List of Preparers 

Dan Wood--Area Manager 
Don Hinrichson--Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Joe Sovcik--Environmental Protection Specialist 
Don Boyer--Editor and Printing Specialist 
Richard Speegle—Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Ben Kuykendall--Wildlife Biologist 
Audrey Kuykendall--Park Manager 
Myrna Finke--Visual Information Specialist 
Marilu Wayboum--Wnter-Editor 
Yolanda Valerio--Clerk-Typist 
Emilio Montoya--Cartographic Technician 
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department ofthe Interior has responsibility for most 
of our nationaUy owned public lands and natural 
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of 
our land and water resources, protecting our fish and 
wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural 
values of our national parks and historic places, and 
providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor 
recreation. The Department assesses our energy and 
mineral resources and works to assure that their 
development is in the best interest of all our people. 
The Department also has a major responsibility for 
American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who Uve in islarid territories under U.S. ad
ministration. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the
Department of the Iriterior has responsibility for most
of our nationally owned public lands and natural
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of
our land and water resources, protecting our fish and
wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural
values of our national parks and historic places. and
providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor
recreation. The Department assesses our energy and
mineral resources and works to assure that their
development is in the best interest of all our people.
The Department also has a major responsibility for
American Indian reservation communities and for
people who live in island territories under U.S. ad
ministration.
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